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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Compiler of the fol- 

lowing ſheets, on peruſ- 
ing Mr. Keate's account of 
Captain Wilſon's ſhipwreck 
near the Pelew Iflands, was 
ſo ſtruck with the character of 
the young prince, an inhabi- 
tant of one of thoſe Iſlands, 
who accompanied Captain 
Wilſon to England, that he 
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felt himſelf impelled by an ir- 
reſiftible deſire to give a ſketch 
of his character to the young 
people of this country. 

In every part of this-youth- 
ful ſtranger's conduct, manners, 
and behaviour, there 1s ſomc- 
thing peculiarly intereſting. 

Ihe eaſe and affability which 
remarkably diſtinguiſhed him 
in the moſt -polite companies, 
the lively gaiety and unembar- 
raſſed vivacity which he diſ- 

played 
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, played on all occaſions, the in- 
ch telligent and penetrating curi— 


oſity which he evinced in 
* ſcrutinifing every object that 
h- i met his eye; but, above all, 
the natural goodneſs of his 
= 1 heart, the amiable ſimplicity 
Jof his manners, and the pati- 
ch f ent firmneſs and complacency 
with which he met the ap- 


A f proach of death, 'a firmneſs 
and complacency that would 
© | have done honour to the moſt 
dg Jy culightened chriſtian,) form al- 
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together, perhaps, an object, 
than which one more uſeful, 
more entertaining, and in the 


event more truly inſtructive, 


has not often occurred. 


The original intention of 


the Compiler was to have gi- 


ven merely an unique hiſtory 


of this remarkable youth; but. 
in arranging the materials, he 
found it indiſpenſable (in or- 
der to introduce him to the 
acquaintance of his young 
friends) to give a flight view 
| | of 
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of Captain Wilſon's unfortu- 
nate ſhipwreck, his reſidence 
on the Iſland, his acquaintance 
with the natives during his 
ſtay, &c. to ſhew 1n what man- 
ner and by what means LEE 
Boo became a viſitor to this 


country. 

On the whole, if in this lit- 
tle abſtract he has contributed 
to the amuſement, (and, what 
with him has much more 
weight, to the inſtruction and 
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edification of the juvenile 
v,orld,) he will think the few 
hours of his time that it has 


taken up, have not been em- 
ployed in vain. 


The 
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HE Pelew Iſlands, one of which 

gave birth to the amiable 

prince who is the chief ſubject of the 
following pages, are fituated in the 
weſtern part of the Pacific Ocean ; 
and were, 1n all probability, firſt 
noticed by the Spaniards of the 
Philippines, and by them called 
A 5 the 
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the Palos Iſlands, from the tall palm 
trees which grow there in great num- 
bers, and which, at a diſtance, have 
the appearance of maſts of ſhips; 


the word pilos, in the Spaniſh lan- 


guage, ſometimes ſignifying a maſt. 
There is every reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that no European had ever been 
upon them, before the Antelope, a 
packet belonging to the Eaft India 
Company, and commanded by cap- 
tain Henry Wilſon, was wrecked 
there in the night between the gin 
and loth of Auguſt, 1783; a niſ- 
fortune the more Giltrcjhing to the 
crew, as they were utterly ignorant 
what reſources the itlands afforded, 
or, ſuppoſing them to be ichabired, 
| | ' whag 
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what might be the diſpoſition of the 
inhabitants. The perplzxities and 
fears of ſuch a ſituation may be 
better conceived than deſcribed. 


"x. ® 
However, by means of the boats, 


and their own. vigorous exertions, 
they reached land about three or 
four leagues diſtant from the rocks 
upon which their ſhip had ſtruck : 
it proved to be an iſland not con- 
ſtautly inhabited, but reſorted to ec- 
caſionally by the natives of ſome 
of the other iſlands, whom, in the 
courſe of a few days, they found to 
e a people imple in their manners, 
delicate in their ſentiments, and 
friendly in their diſpoſitions—a peo- 
ple, 
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ple, in ſhort, who do honour to the 


human race. 

The opening a communication, 
as well by diſcourſe as good offices, 
between ſuch a people and perhaps 
as meritorious a captain and crew 
as ever plowed the main, was effect- 
ed by an union of lingul:r circum- 
ſtances. It had happened, that a 
native of Bengal, who ſpoke the Ma- 
lay language perfectly well, had been 


recommended to captain Wilſon 


as a ſervant: it had alſo happened, 
that, near a year before, a tempeſt 
had thrown on thoſe parts a Ma- 
lay, who, as a ſtranger, had been 


noticed and favoured by the king, 
and 
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and who was now become acquaint» 
ed with the language of the iſlan- 
ders. By theſe extracrdinary events 
both the Engliſh and the inhabitants 
of Pelew had each an interpreter, 
who could converſe freely together 
in the Malay tongue, and capt. Wil- 
ſon's ſervant, whoſe name was Tom 
Roſe, ſpeaking Englith, an eaſy in- 
tercourſe immediately took place on 


both fides, and all thoſe impedi- 


ments were at once removed which 
would have ariſen among people 
who had no way of conveying their 
thoughts to one another but by ſigns 
and geſtures, which might often have 
been miſunderſtood. ] hus the Eng- 
liſh had the happy opportunity of 
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communicating the particulars of 
the calamity which had befallen 
them, and of imploring the friend- 
ſhip of the ratives; and theſe, in 
return, finding their viſitors to have 
no hoſtile intentions, freely gave 
them the good-will they defired, and 
if but little was in their power, that 
Intle they beſtowed generoully to 
alleviate their diſtreſs. 

The natives themſelves were of a 


deep copper colour, and naked; and 
the aſtoniſhment which thoſe who 


firſt diſcovered the Engliſh, mani- 
ſeſted on ſeeing their colour, plain- 
ly ſhewed that they had never before 
beheld a white man. The cloaths 
of the ſtrangers, too, puzzled them 

excced- 
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exceedingly; for it ſeemed to be 
matter of doubt with them, whether 
tiole and their bodies did not form 
one ſubſtance, till the uſe and occa- 
ſion thereof were explained by the 
Malay. The ſame idea afterwards 
prevailed amongſt others: for when 
one of the crew (the captain's bro- 
ther) was deputed to wait upon the 
king, ho reſided in an iſland at fume 
diſtance from that whereon the Eng- 
"ſh had faved their lives, he acci- 
dentally pulled off his hat, at which 
the gazing ſpectators were all ſtruck 
wich aſtoniſhment, as if they 
honght it had formed a part of his 

bead. | 
Abba Thulle, which was the 
king's 
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king's name, being a man of great 
humanity as well as extraordinary 
natural underſtanding, was no leſs 
affected with the misfortune the 
Engliſh had met with, than furpriz- 


ed at their perſons, and aſſured them 


of his friendſhip and favour. He 
paid them frequent viſits, teſtifying 
the utmoſt admiration at every thing 
he ſaw, and the greateſt goud-will 
and regard for them and their cone 
.cerns ; and granted them permiſſion 
to avail themſelves of every conveni- 
ency his country afforded. for their 
relief ; for the captain and crew had 
entertained the fond hope, as the ſhip 
did not go immediately to pieces, of 
being enabled, by means of the im- 


plements 
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great plements and materials they might 

nary get out of her, to build another veſ- 

leſs ſel ſufficiently large to convey them 
the &. to'Macao, or ſome part of China, 


priz= As they purſued this deſign, new 
hem # wonders broke upon Abba Thulle 
He and his countrymen, who, till now, 
ying were utter ſtrangers to the forge, the 
hing ſaw, and other European implements 
-will and utenſils, by the uſe of which they 
con- 7 ſaw ſuch things performed as im- 
mon preſſed them with equal ſurprize and 
hams eſteem—even the giindſtone ſtruck 
their them with wonder; and they could 


had not lock upon the tngliſh but as a 
ſhip i ſuperior as well as an uncommon 
„ of kind of human beings. 


a But if we king and his people 
ents were 


10 THE HISTORY OF- 


were ſo ſurprized at the eſſect of a 
ſaw or a grindſtone, what muſt have 
been their aſtoniſhment at that of a 
gun To give them ſome idea of 
It, on the firſt viſit from the King, 
captain Wilſon ordered his men to 
be exerciſed before him and his nu- 
merous attendants, and to fire three 

vollies in different poſitions ; when 
the ſurprize of the natives was well 
marked by their hallooing, hooting, 
jumping and chattering, which pro- 
duced a noiſe almoſt equal to the 
report of the muſquets, After this, 
one of the fowls which had been 
ſaved from the littie live ſtock of 
the Antelope, was purpoſely driven 
acrols the cove where they were aſ- 
ſembled, 
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ſembled, and where one of the of- 
ficers was prepared with a fowling- 
piece leaded with ſhot. He fired, 
and the bird inſtanily dropped, hav- 
ing its wing and leg broken. Some 
© of "the natives ran to it, took it up, 
and carried it to the king, who ex- 
amined it with great attention, un- 
able ro comprehend how it could be 
wounded, not having ſeen any thing 
& paſs out of the gun. This created a 
vaſt murmur and amazement amongſt 
them. | 
It is but natural to ſuppoſe, after 
this diiplay of their power, that the 
& Engliſh were regarded with no ſmall 
W Gdcgree of reverence, and as perſons 
# whoſe friendſhip and aſſiſtance might 
| | be 
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n 


be of the greateſt advantage to the 


people who had given them ſo kind 
a welcome to their country. All 


the iſlands lying in this ſpot of the | 


globe, and now known to us by the 
name of the Pelew Iſlands, do not 
belong to one ſovereign ; there are 
ſeveral governments or kingdoms, 
and one of the greateſt blemiſhes in 
the characters of the reſpective peo- 
ple conſiſt in that wherein they are 
like Europeans they have wars one 
with another. Abba Thulle was 
then at war with ſome of his neigh- 
bours. He inſtantly conceived the 
great ſuperiority a. few muſquets 
would give him over his enemies ; 
but his native delicacy rendered it 


extremely 


* 
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extremely difficult to make the re- 
queſt. His heart burnt within him 
to aſk a favour which the generoſity 
of his feelings would not allow him 
to mention. The Engliſh had been, 
and ſtill were, in his power; they 
had ſought his protection as unfortu- 
nate ſtrangers——he had already 
ſhewn them, and ſtill meant to ſhew 
them every mark of hoſpitality 
which his naked, unproduCtive coun- 
try could afford he conceived 
that what he wiſhed to aſk, as it 
might prove a temporary inconve- 
nience, would appear illiberal—and 
what moſt checked his ſpeaking was, 
tha*, circumſtanced as the Engliſh 
were, a requeſt would have the ap- 
. . Pearance 
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pearance of a command—R<flec- 
tions theſe which would have done 
honour to the moſt enlightened and 
refined potentate upon earth 


However, the matter in contem - 


plation was of the greateſt cenſe- 


quence ; and at length, after a moſt 


ſevere ſtruggle within himſelf, the 
noble Abba Thulle ventured to eafe 
his troubled breaſt, by requeſting 
captain Wilſon to permit four oc 
five of his men to accompany him, 
with their muſquets, on an expediti- 
on againſt an iſland which had done 
him an injury. The king found the 
Engliſh not ungrateful ; the requeſt 
was willingly complied with, every 
one of them expreſſing ' a readineſs 

to 
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to go; but five young men, who 
were particularly deſirous of the ap- 


pointment, were ſelected from the 


reſt. 

In the forenoon of the following 
day, which was the 15th of Auguſt, 
the five Engliſhmen attended Ab- 
be Thulle according to his deſire, 


being diſtributed in five .canoes ; 


and having left Orooleag, the name 
of the iſland which had proved fo 
propitious an aſylum to them, they 
were Conveyed to another of the 


king's iſlands, at about ſix leagues 


diſtance, where they were treated 
with great kindneſs and hoſpitality. 
They ſet ſail the next morning for 
Pelew, the place of the king's re- 

| ſidence, 
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. «© 
ſidence, and capital, as we ſhall call 
it, of the iſland of Coorooraa, about 


three or four miles further: here 


they remained till the 21ſt, as the 


king could not till then get all his 
canoes together: early on that day, 
however, there was a muſter of them 
before the king's houſe, with their 
arms, which conſiſted of bamboo 
darts from five to eight feet long, 
pointed with the wood of the beetle- 
nut tree, and bearded ; theſe are 
uſed for cloſe quarters : but there * 
are ſhort ones for diſtance, which 
are thrown by means of a ſtick two | 
feer long. | . 
The Engliſh again embarked in 
ive different canoes, and failed away | 


about 


* 
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about ten or twelve leagues, calling 


as they proceeded at ſeveral of the 
king's villages to refreſh and rein- 
force. Between 2 and 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon they got ſight of the 


enemy. There were now with the 


king 150 canoes, containing conſide- 
rably more than 1000 men. The 
Engliſh could not aſcertain the force 


of the enemy. 


Before any hoſtilities were com- 


menced, the king's eldeſt brother, 
2 whoſe name was Raa Kook, and 
Who ranked as general of his forces, 


went in his canoe cloſe to the town : 
he had with him one of the Engliſh- 
men, who, however, was ordered 
not to fire till a certain ſignal ſhould 
B be 
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be given for that purpoſe. The 
general talked with the enemy for 
fome time ; but what he ſaid being 
received by them with great indiffe- 
' rence, he threw a ſpear at them, 
which they almoſt inſtantly returned. 
This being the ſignal for firing, was 3. 
immediately obeyed ——a man was 
feen to fall, and this threw the ene- 
my into great confuſion: Such as 
were on ſhore ran away, and the 
greater part of thoſe in the canoes 


jumped into the water, and made 


for land. A few more muſquets 1 
were fired, which entirely diſperſed © 
the enemy. Thus ſucceſsful, Abba 
Thulle thought proper to return | 
with his armament, and ſafely ſent 


back 
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back his Engliſh allies to Oroolong, 
after having expreſſed great ſatis- 
faction in their behaviour, treated 
them in the beſt manner he could, 
and promiſed ſupplies of proviſion 
for their companions. Indeed, the 
whole country reſounded with their 


© praiſes; and within a few days, the 


king actually gave Captain Wilſon 
the ifland Oroolong for the Eng- 
liſh. | N 
Who can vonder that Abba 
Thulle ſhould embrace the oppor- 
tunity which now offered of bring- 
ing all his enemies to his own terms? 
Accordingly, we find, a few days 
afterwards, he requeſted ten men of 
Captain Wilſon, to go on another 
E 2 EX= 
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expedition againſt the enemy. This 
ſecond requeſt of Abba Thulle was 
as readily complied with as the fer- 
mer, and ten men ſelected. 

The king, attended by upwards 
of 200 canoes, proceeded in the night 
time towards Artingall, off which 
Iſland the fleet arrived a little beſore 
day-break ; but then halted till the 
riſing of the ſun, it being a maxim 
with the natives of Pelew never to 
attack an enemy in the dark, or take 
him by ſurprize. As the day came 
on, a ſmall canoe, containing only 
four men, each with a white feather 
ſtuck up in his hair, preſented them- 
ſelves before the enemy, who, ob- 
ſerving this ſignal of parley, diſ- 

patched 
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7 patched a canoe to Raa Kook for 
that purpoſe. Raa Kook demanded 
whether he would ſubmit to ſuch 


terms as his brother had propo- 
ſed, by way of atoning for injuries 


= complained of. lo this demand, 
= after communicating it to the king 
4 of Artingall, the enemy's canoe 
$; brought back a flat refufal, upon 
which Abba Thulle ordered his 
» conch ſhell.ro be ſounded, and made 
ro the ſignal for his canoes to arrange 
# themiclves in order of battle. 


Abba Thulle had a few days be- 
fore given notice to the king of Ar- 
tingall that he ſhould otter him bat- 
tle; fo that he was prepared for it: 
neverthelels, the. people of that 


B 3 iſland 


w 
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Hand kept their canoes cloſe under be 
land, contenting themſelves with tho 
blowing their conch ſhells in de- Mcea 
fiance, Perceiving this unwilling- »out 
neſs in the enemy to advance to m) 
combat, Abba Thulle diſpatched 
ſome light canoes (which, from their 
cutting through the water with aſto- 
niſhing ſwiftneſs, were called by 
the Engliſh frigate canoes) to order 
a ſquadron to conceal them{clves 
behind ſome high land; after which 
he made a feint of retiring, and that 
with apparent precipitancy. This 
artful manceuvre gave inſtant cou- 
rage to the enemy, who thereupon 
began to quit the ſhore and chace 
the king, whom they imagined to 


be 
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be flying before them. Upon this, 


thoſe canoes which had been con- 


cealed behind the high land, ruſhed 
out between the iſland and the ene- 
my, to cut off their retreat; and 


the king, finding his ſtratagem had 
= ſucceeded, turned, and made a ſig- 


nal for his fleet to form 3n diviſions 
and engage. A general attack now 
took place, and the ſpears were mu- 
tually directed with much animo=- 
ſity. The Engliſh, who were dil- 
tributed amongſt the king and his 
chiefs, one in a canoe, kept up 2 
continual fire, which not only did 
great execution, but puzzied and 
bewildered the enemy in the ex- 
treme; they perceived their dead to 

have 
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have holes in their bodies, yet ſaw no | 
ſpear ſticking in them; nor could | 
they comprehend how or why their 
people dropped and died without 


receiving any apparent blow. Thus 


confounded and unable to ſuſtain ſo 
unequal a conteſt, they ſoon betook 
themſelves to flight, and, notwith- 
itanding the ſquadron in their rear, 
regained their own ſhore, with the 
ots of nine men taken priſoners and 
i canoes; 8 joſe, indeed, to be look- 
ed upon as very conſiderable, a ca- 
noe being there eſteemed of as much 
conſequence as the largeſt man of 
war in Furope. Abba Thulle's 
fleet having rode triumphant along 


the coaſt of Artingall, founding th: eit 


conch 
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4 onch ſhells, and in vain defying 
uld ne enemy to a freſh battle, returned 
7 to Pelew. 

Still, however, the people of Ar- 


. tingall refuſed to ſubmit, and a third 
| expedition, more formidable than the 


others, was ſoon afterwards reſolved 


ith- : ; 
ar upon; in which Abba } bulle- was 
ola not only accompanied by ten of the 


WE'nglith, but had alſo a ſwivel gun. 
he number of canoes which now 
Wattended the king far exceeded 


* thoſe he had beſos he. being al- 
ch { ſiſted on this occaſion by his neigh- 
„ bouring allies. But the people of 
5 Artingall declin:d fighting upon the 
8 water; ſo that Abba Thulle's forces 
ve landed and attacked them on ſhore. 


. 
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enemy ruſhing down on lis friend, 
and 


The ſwivel played conſtantly upon 1 and 
the houſes, which were filled with! been 
people ; ; and the Engliſh muſquetry, © piect 
covering the Pelew people, ſoon 4 then 
diſlodged the enemy, and one of the | 1 
houſes was by ſome accident pre- % ho 
ſently in flames. Arra Kooker, a MW ©*P 
brother of the king's, having pur- | | the 
ſued the enemy further than any o- 8 
ther, and ſeeing one of them com- of 
ing towards the plac:- where he was, . | the 
ſtepped amorgſt ſome buſhes to let 0 
him pals, then followed, aud ſtun- bl the 
ned him with a blow from a wooden fire 
{word, and was dragging him a pri- * x 
ſoner to his canoe, when one of the les 
Engliſh, perceiving ſeveral of the * 

ra 
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Land that he muſt certainly have 
been killed, ran and levelled his 


8 at them, which inſtantly put 


oon 
the 
a 


them to flight; a circumſtance the 


more tortunate, as the Engliſhman's 
1 whole ſtock of ammunition had been 
„ended, and he had actually at 
| the time no charge in his muſquet. 
So great a dread had this inſtrument 
of death inſpired ! Nevertheleſs, 


© the natives of Artingall behaved with 
more courage in this engagement: 
W they defended the houſe which took 
fire, to the laſt, nor quitted it till it 
= was ready to fall. 


One of the Pe- 


lew people alſo diſtinguiſhed himſelt 
in a very extraordinary manner: he 
ran to the houſe which was in flames, 

tore 
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tore off a burning brand, and, car- 
rying it to another houſe, where ma- 
ny of the enemy had taken ſhelter, 
ſet that on fire likewiſe. He eſ- 
caped to his companions unhurt ; 
and the king publicly rewarded him, 
by immediately placing with his own 
hand a ſtring of beads in his ear, 
and afterwards making him an in- 
fericr rupack on his return to Pe- 
lew. | 


In this action five canoes were 


deſtroyed which the enemy had 
hauled. on ſhore, and much other 
damage done; but what was the 
greateſt matter of triumph to the 
people of Pelew was their carrying 
away the ſtone whereon the King of 

Artingall 
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| Artingall uſed to fit in council; which, 


probably, was with them reckoned 
as glorious an exploit, as is with us. 


Edward the Firſt's bringing to Eng- 
land the inauguration ſtone of the 
kings of Scotland, now in Weſtmin- 
Indeed, finding it in, 


ſter abbey. 
vain to contend againſt ſuch evident 
advantage as the people of Pelew 
derived from their Engliſh auxilia- 
ries, the king of Artingall very pru- 
dently dropped the war, and conclud- 
ed a peace. 


In this battle, a ſon of Raa Kook, 
about 18 years of age, was ſlain. He 
had been wounded in the ſecond 
action by a ſpear flung into his foot, 
and the natives, in trying to pull 1c 

4 out, 
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out, had broken it ſhort off, They 
then applied a cord, faftened to the 
end of a ſpear which remained in 


the foot, and exerted great ſtrength 
but the barb having, 


to extract it; 
been forced between the ſmall bones, 
the inflammation and ſwelling, which 
immediately 
every effort ineffectual ; 
ſtare the limb then was, they would 


more eaſily have pulled off his foot 


than have drawn out the broken 
ſpear. The wound was then put 


under the care of a native, reputed 


to be ſkilled in ſuch matters, who 


with a {mall knife which he had got 


from the wreck, began to cut away 
the fleſh, in order to lay the bone 


bare : 5 


took place, rendered 
and, in the 
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bare; but the finiſhing of the opera- 


tion being probably prevented by the 
effuſion of blood, after mangling 
the foot, recourſe was had to their 
ordinary practice of fomentation. 
In this wretched ftate of the wound, 
Raa Kook conſulted Mr. Sharp, 
the ſurgeon of the Antelope, who 
adviſed him to let the fomentation 


be continued till the ſwelling ſhould 


abate, when he promiſed to do every 


thing in his power for the relief of 


his ſon. However, upon the going 
down of the ſwelling, the natives 
extracted the ſpear themſelves, by 
forcing it through the foot; and the 
youth, who inherited all the ſpirit 
and intrepidity of his father, finding, 

„ though 


MR 
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though he could not walk, yet tha be a 
he was able to ſtand up in a canoe pee 
and throw a ſpear, inſiſted that 1 n. me 
would go on the third expedition Went 
wherein, at the beginning of the acy Er. 
tion which enſued, as he was call no 


lantly endeavouring to get up cloſꝗ leu 
to the enemy's ſhore, he received ij ier 
dart in his body, which unhappilyl 1g] 
put an end to an exiſtence, tha PI 
though originated and finiſhed in anf * 
obſcure corner of the world, afford 4 
an example of fortitude and bra ll peer 
very well worthy of attention aner 
imitation in the brighteſt regions ie 
it. Wer. 
Not long afterwards Abba Thu Ab! 
took occaſion ſtill once more to beg 1 


th: 


* 4 
K. 1 


Wl. | 
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t thai Pe aſſiſtance of the Engliſh on an 
-anoclpedition againſt another iland, 
at h hamed Pelelew ; and ten men were 
ition Eat him as before. On this enter- 
he acyrprize he was attended by full goo 
E gal anoes. Upon their arrival off Pe- 
| clo Tes, the eneray thought proper, 
ived ier receiving ſome damage on a 
pil leighbouring iſland, to ſue for peace, 

thai * which, no doubt, they were chiefly 
in aiduced by the terror of the Engliſh 
fra Pre-arms. Two Malays who bad 
br i Peen wrecked with the one already 
n anWnentioned as the interpreter. between 
ons ofthe Engliſh and people of Pelew, 
Pere, at its concluſion, given up to 
Abba T hulle. 


It was now the latter end of Oc- 
C2 tober ; 


Thull 


to beg 
th: 
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tober; and ſuch of the crew of thel a! bo 
Antelope as had not accompanied Wy tu! 
Abba Thulle on his expeditions, 
having been indefatigable in getting. 
ſtores and planks from the ſhip, in 
Cutting down timber on the iſland, 
and in forwarding by every means 
in their power the grand obyect 
in view, they had the ſatisfaction 
to hope, from the great progreſs 


they had made, that ſucceſs would Pr 
attend their endeavours, and that 4 
they ſhould ſoon complete ſuch a w. 
veſſel as would carry them to Ma- rr 
cao, or ſome part of China, as be- P. 
fore mentioned; and this encou- * 
raged them to perſevere in their la- 5 

‚ 


bours, 


5 
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Ef hel 2 on bours, however toilſome, with cheats 
anied 1 fulneſs and alacrity. 
tions, 


ting Abba Thulle was always approach- 


p, in ed by his rupacks, or chiefs, with the 
land, ¶ greateſt reſpect; and his common 
ieans ſubjects, whenever they paſſed near 


bject bim, put their hands behind them, 


tion and crouched towards the ground. 
greſs The eyes of all beheld their naked 
ould prince with as much reſpect and 
that awe, as thoſe are viewed who rule 
h a what are called poliſhed nations, and 


Ma- are decorated with all the dazzling 
be- parade: and trappings of royalty. 
>0U> Whether in council, or elſewhere, 
la- when any meſſage came for the 
urs, king, if it was brought by one of 

S the 
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the common people, it was delivered 
at ſome diſtance, in a low voice, to 
one of the inferior rupacks, who 
bending in an humble poſture, at 
the king's ſide, repeated the meſſage 
in a ſoft tone, with his face turned 
away. On the king's part, his be- 
haviour was, on all occaſions, gentle 
and gracious. Every day in the af- 
ternoon, whether he was at Pelew 
or with the Engliſh at Oroolong, he 
{at in public, for the purpoſe of hear- 
ing requeſts, or of adjuſting diffe- 
rences which might have ariſen a- 
mong his ſubjects; and, having Ra 
heard whatever they had to ſay to all 
him, by his affability and conde- the 
ſcenſion, he never ſuffered them to he! 
| ; depart 
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b depart diſſatisfied. He reigned over 


them more as the father than the ſo- 
vereign. His commands appeared 
to be abſolute, yet he never under- 
took any-thing of importance, with- 
out adviſing with his rupacks in 


council; which was, always held in | 


the open air, on a large ſquare pave- 
ment, each rupack fitting on a ſin- 
gie ſtone, and the king upon one 
more elevated than the reſt, with a- 
nother cloſe to it for the occaſional 
ſupport of his arm. 


Next in power to the king was 
Raa Kook, the brother next to him 
alſo by birth, and, by the cuſtom 
there, general of all his forces and 
heir, the ſucceſſion of Pelew not go- 
C. 5 ing 
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ing to the king's children till it had | | th 
- paſſed through his brothers. 8 K 
A particular chief, or rupack, who | wa of 
did not appear to poſſeſs any heredi- a 
tary office, but only a delegated au- C 
thority, conſtantly attended the king, th 
apparently as the miniſter. He vas p. 
always firſt conſulted, but never bote ki 
arms. ar 
The rupacks, or chiefs, may be ®' 
| conſidered in the ſame light as the 0 
European nobles. They wear a bone EC 
round one of their wriſts, in the form 
of a bracelet, which being a mark #] 
of great honour conferred by the is 
king on officers of ſtate, command- th 
ers, or perſons who by va lour or Oc 


otherwiſe have greatly diſtinguiſhed * 
them» 


n 
* 
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1 themſelves, is never to be parted 
Vith but with life. They are not all 
of the ſame degree, as appeared from 
a difference in the bone they wore. 
Captain Wilſon was inveſted with 
the higheſt order of the bone. The 
principal rupacks adviſe with the 
king in council, and at his command 
are always ready to accompany him 
on any expedition, with a number 
of canoes properly manned and arm- 
ed. 


one | 
JEM With reſpe& to property in theſe 
ark ilands, a man's houſe, or canoe, 
the is conſidered as his own, as is alſo 
nd- the land allotted him, as long as he 
or occupies and cultivates it; but, 
hed whenever he removes with his family 


[Tis | | to 
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ro another place, the ground reverts 
ro the king, who gives it to whom 
he pleaſes, or to thoſe who ſolicit to 
cultivate it, | 
The country is well covered with 
timber trees, the trunk of one of 
which furniſhes the natives with ca- 
noes, ſome large enough to carry 
thirty men: there are but few other 
trees of much uſe to the natives. 
Yams and cocoa - nuts, being their 
chief articles of ſuſtenance, are at- 
tended to with the utmoſt care. 
Amongſt his crew captain Wilſon had 
ſome Chineſe, Which people are all 
tolerable botaniſts, and will pick up 
a meal almoſt any where, He ſent 
one of them about the country to 
{ce 


{ce 


K Y 
3 
by U * 
. : . 
\ 9 
= WI 
1 
1 


Its 
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ſee what productions he could meet 


BY with ; his report, on his return, was 


as follows: 4 This have very poor 
* place, and very Poor people; no got 
&* cloaths, no got rice, no got hog, no 


got nothing, only yams, little fiſh, 


and cocoa-nut; no got nothing make 
„trade, very little make eat. — This 
account however, is more unfavour- 
able than truth demands: there are 
a few pigeons (which are reſerved 
for people of a certain dignity), and 
plenty of cocks and hens, though, 
till informed by the Engliſh, the 


natives knew not that theſe laſt were 


good to eat; and the ſea affords a 
variety of fiſh, No four-legged ani- 
mal was found here, except ſome 

„ 
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wild browniſh-grey rats. From the 
ſcanty produce of the country, it is 
plain no luxury can reign amongſt Wi 
the inhabitants in their diet; and 
the milk of the cocoa-nut was their 
common drink: on particular occa- 
ſions they added to their ordinary fare 
certain ſweetmeats and ſweet drink, 
obtained by the aid of a ſyrup extract- 
ed either from the palm- tree or the 
ſugar cane. 

The houſes are raiſed about three 
feet from the ground, the foundation 
beams being laid on large ſtones, 
whence ſpring the upright ſupports 
of their ſides, which are croſſed by 
other timbers grooved together, and 
laſtened by wooden Ping, the inter- 

mediate 


-” 


up with bamboos and palm-trees 
W platted together, In general, the 
E floors are made of very thick plank, 
between many of which was left the 
w_ of an inch or two, for the pur- 
poſe, perhaps, of ſweeping any litter 

through. Some houſes have floors 
of large bamboo ſplit. On the top 
of the upright ſides, beams are laid 
acrols, from which riſes the roof, 
pointed like the Engliſh barns, and 
thatched on the outſide with bam- 
boos or palm-leaves. The win- 
dows come to the level of the floor, 
by and ſerve likewiſe for doors; but, 


nd to prevent inconvenience from wind 
8 or rain, each of them has a bamboo 


frame 


he — 
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frame or ſhutter, interwoven Jike the | 
ſides of the houſes, which, ſliding 
on bamboo rods, are eaſily ſlipped 
aſide when any one is going in or 
out. The inſide of the houſe is 
without any diviſion, forming one 
great room; and the fire- place com- 
monly in the middle, ſunk lower 
than the floor, the family keeping on 
one ſide of it, and che ſervants outhe 

other, | 
As to domeſtic implements, 
there are little baſkets, very mice- 
ly woven from flips of the plau- 
tain-leaf; and wooden baſkets with 
covers, neatly carved and laid 
with ſhells No one ever firs 
abroad without a baſket, which uſu- 
ally contains ſome beetle-nut, a 
| comb, 


11 
7 
116 


if co 
1 be 


| 
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the | i comb, knife, and a little twine. The 


ding 


W beſt knives are made of a piece of 
ped BE the large mother-of-pearl oyſter, 
ground narrow, and the outward fide 
Ja little poliſhed. 
from the orange tree, (of which there 
are a few of the Seville kind), the 


Combs are made 


handle and teeth faſhioned in the 
ſolid wood. The fiſhing-hooks are. 
of tortoiſe-ſhell; and twine, cord, 
and fiſhing-nets, are well manufac- 
tured from the huſks of the cocoa- 
nut. Of the plantain-leaf are form- 
ed mats, which ſerve the people as 
beds, They allo uſe a -plantain- 
leaf at meals inſtead of a plate, and 
the ſhell of a cocoa-nut ſupplies the 
place of a cup. There are vellels 


of 
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of a kind of earthen ware of a red- 
diſh- brown colour, in which they 
boil their fiſh, yams, &c. A bun- 
dle of cocoa nut huſks, tied together, 
ſerves them for a broom; and thick 
bamboos, with bores five or ſix in- 
ches in diameter, for buckets or 
ciſterns. Their hatchets are not un-. 
like thoſe brought to England from 
the South-Sea Hlands, the blade be- 
ing made of the ſtrongeſt part of the 
large Kima cockle. In addition here- 
to muſt be mentioned a few arti- 
cles which in theſe iſlands may be 
deemed luxuries. The ſhell of the 
tortoiſe is there remarkably beauti- 
Ful, and the natives of Pelew have 
diſcovered the art of moulding it 

into 
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into little (rays or diſhes and ſpoons. 
= Some of the great ladies have alſo 


& bracelets of the ſame manufacture, 


and ear-rings inlaid with ſhells, 

& The natives, in general, are a ſtout, 
8. well-made people, rather above the 
middling ſtature, and of a very deep 
copper colour, but not black. Their 
hair is long, and generally formed 
into one large looſe curl round their 
heads. The men are entirely na- 
ked; the women wear' two little 


© aprons, one before, the other be- 
kind, Both men and women are 
tatooed; and their teeth blacked 
by a preparation of groundſel and 
ſome other herbs, the application 
of which makes them for a lime ex- 


tremely 
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tremely ſick. In the cartilage be- 
tween their noſtrils is bored a hole, 
through which they often put any 
little ſprig or bloſſom which hap- 
pens to ſtrike their fancy: Both 
ſexes, alſo, are very expert at ſwim- 
ming; and the men ſuch admira- 
ble divers, that they will readily 
fetch up any thing from the bottom 
of the ſea which attracts their no- 
ties. © 

The conduct of theſe people to- 
wards the Engliſh was, from firſt to 
laſt, uniformly courteous and at- 
tentive, accompanied with a polite- 
neſs which ſurpriſed thoſe who were 
the objects of it. They felt our 


countrymen were diſtreſſed, and in 


N con- 
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conſequence wiſhed them to ſhare 
whatever they had to give. The 
Engliſh had alſo many opportunities 
of obſerving that this liberalify-pre- 
vailed in all the intercourſe the na- 
tives had among themſelves. The 
tenderneſs ſhewn to the women was 
remarkable, and the deportment of 
the men to each other mild and af- 
fable; inſomuch that, in the various 
ſcenes of which they were ſpectators, 
the -Engliſh never ſaw any-thing 
which had the appearance. of con- 
teſt or paſſion ; every one ſeemed 
to attend to his own concerns, with- 
out interfering with the buſineſs of 
kis neighbours ; herein giving an ex- 
ample which ought to put to the 
bluſh 
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bluſh the boaſted philoſophy of Eu- 
rope. Some of the men were occu- 
pied in their plantations, in cutting 
wood, making hatchets, cords, &c. 
ſome in building houſes or canoes 
others in making nets and fiſhing 
tackle ; and many more in forming 
darts, ſpears, and other warlike wea- 
Pons. The women attended to do- 
meſtic concerns, worked in the 
plantations of yams, and manufac- 
tured the mats and baſkets. All 
perſons by their daily labour gained 
their daily ſuſtenance : neceſſity im- 
poſing this exertion, no idle or indo- 
tent people were ſeen, not even 
among thoſe whom {ſuperior rank 
might have exempted; on the con- 


trary, 
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trary, theſe excited their inferiors to 
' toil and activity by their own exam- 
ple. The king himſelf was the beſt 18 
maker of hatchets in the iſland, and N 
was uſually at work whenever diſ- 
engaged from matters of importance. 
In ſuch ſcenes of patient induſtry 
the years of fleeting liſe paſſed on; 


o- and the chearful diſpoſition of the 
he natives fully authorize the concluſion, 
c- that few of their hours are either irk- 
All ſome or oppreſſive. 

ed Raa Kook and Arra Kooker, 
m- brothers to the king, were amongſt 


lo- the natives who firſt diſcovered the 1.1 
Engliſh on the iſland Oroolong after . 
their being wrecked, and who im- bel; 
mediately conceived the greateſt af- 0 
fection bY 
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fection and friendſhip for them, 
Raa Kook ſeemed to be above 
forty years of age, was of a mid- 
dling height, rather corpulent, 
and had a countenance marked 
with great ſenſibility and good-na- 
ture. As the elder brother, he was 
the king's next heir, and general of 
the forces. His character was firm 
and reſolute, yet full of humanity : 
he was ſteady and perſevering in 
whatever he undertook ; he deli- 
vered his orders to the people with 
the greateſt mildneſs, yet would be 
obeyed ; and they, as if mingling af- 
fection with duty, never failed to 
ferve him with alacrity and ardour. 
Whilſt, on one hand, the rank of 
this 
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chis amiable chief enabled him to be 
K. of eſſential ſervice to the Engliſn; 
W on the other, he ſhewed perfect ſa- 
tisfaction and pleaſure in whatever 


© they did for him; he delighted in 


their company, and courted their in- 
formation, for he had an eager ſpt- 
rit of enquiry, was very minute in 
his obſervations, deſired to examine 
the nature of every thing he ſaw, 
and comprehended whatever was de- 
ſcribed to him with the greateſt fa- 
cility and quickneſs. He was al- 


ways pleaſant and lively, well diſ- 


poſed to laughter when it was occa- 
ſionally excited, and ſometimes ex- 
cited it himſelf, Having once been 
preſented with a pair of trowliers and 
D an 
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an uniform coat, he immediately 
put them on, not a little pleaſed in 
appearing like his new acquaintance, 
often looking at himſelf, and calling 
out. Raa Kook Englees! Raa 
Kook Englees!“ He would fit at 
table as they did, inſtead of ſquat- 
ting on his hams, (as is the cuſtom 
of his country,) and endeavour to ac- 
commodate himfelf to their manners 
in all reſpects. In ſhort, he impreſſ- 
ed them with great regard for him 
from the firſt, and in truth they 
found him to be a man of an upright 
character and ſteady friendſhip in 
every tranſaction they afterwards had 

with bim. f 
Arra Kooker was near forty years of 
age, of ſtout ſtature, and ſo plump 
| and 


* 
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ly 0 and fat that he was almoſt as broad as 0 | 
in be was long. He poſſeſſed a fund of Ho 
e, Þumour, and a particular turn for mi- 1 
g mickry. He could by no means re- 9 
za liſn the wearing trowſers, but con- lil 
at ceiving a paſſion for a white ſhirt, | 4 
. one was accordingly given to him: 
m dis he had no ſooner put on, than q 
e- be began to dance and jump about 
ers Vith ſo much glee, that all were high- 
ef. ly diverted with his ridicylous geſ- 
im tures, and the contraſt which the co- 
ny lour of the linen formed with that of 
gli his ſkin, He would frequently a- 
in muſe our countrymen by taking off 
bad every one of them in any particula- 


rity he had noticed; and ſometimes 
would put a hat on his head, and 
imitate the manner of their walking 

D 2 in 
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in their military exerciſe, and no- 
thing that he obſerved done by them 
eſcaped him. The Engliſh had ſa- 
ved from the Antelope a large New- 
foundland dog, named Sailor, which 
afforded equal ſurpriſe and delight 
to all the natives who ſaw him, and 
they often uſed to divert themſelves 
by making him bark. Arra Kooker 
was accuſtomed to carry him victu- 
als, whence the dog naturally 
expreſſed great joy on ſeeing 
him; and the humorous prince 
would often add to his other amuſe- 


ments by imitating wonderfully well 


the barking, howling, jumping, and 
all the various demonſtrations of 
joy of this poor animal. —Indeed, he 
had 
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had Sailor ſo much at heart, that, on 
his earneſt and repeated entreaties, 
the creature was at laſt given to him. 

So unremittingly had the Engliſh 
worked on the veſſel which was to 
be the means of their deliverance, 
that by the gth of November it was 
ready for launching, and this being 
happily accompliſhed, they began 
to put on board every thing which 
they judged would be neceſſary to 
them in their voyage. By Abba 
Thulle's defire ſhe was called the 
Oroolong. 


Throughout the whole hd 
of building the veſlel, the king had, 
in his viſits to the Engliſh, been ve- 
ry attentive to their manner of 

D 3 Working 3 
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working ; he would ſtand by for a 
conſiderable time together, and let 
not the moſt trivial circumſtance 
eſcape his obſervation. He was now 
come to Oroolong, with ſome of 
his chiefs to be preſent at their de- 
parture. In the evening of the day 
after the veſſel was launched, he en- 
tered very ſeriouſly into converſa- 
tion with captain Wilſon: he ſaid, 
that, notwithſtanding he was look- 
ed up to by his ſubjects with re- 
ſpect, and regarded as their ſuperior 
as well in knowledge as in rank, 
yet, after mixing with the Eng- 
liſh, and being witneſs of their in- 
genuity, he was often conſcious of 


his own inſignificance, in beholding 
cke 


the 
to 
ger 
COT 
reſe 
ſon 
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he 
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He 
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the meaneſt of them exerciſe talents 
to which he had ever been a ſtran- 
ger; and that, therefore, after due 
conſideration, he had come to the 
reſolution of commiting his ſecond 
ſon, whoſe name was 
LEE BOO, 
to the captain's care, in order that 
he might enjoy the advantage of ac- 
quiring improvement himlelf, by 
accompanying the Englith, and al- 
ſo of learning many things, which, 
on his return, might prove of eſſen- 
tial benefit to his country, He then 
{poke of his ſon as a youth of a gen- 
tle and amiable diſpoſition, ſenſible, 
and poſſeſſing many good qualities. 
He ſaid he had recalled him from a 
diſtan: 


o THE HISTORY OP 


diſtant place, where he had been un- 
der the care of an old man; that he 
was at that time taking leave of his 
friends at Pelew, and would come 
to Oroolong the next day. He add- 
ed that one of the Malays from Pe- 
lelew ſhould accompany him as a 
ſervant. Raha Kook and Arra Koo- 
ker joined in commendation of their 
nephew. 

To this addreſs of the King's, 
captain Wilion anfwered, that he 
was exceedingly honoured and obli- 
ged by the ſingular mark of confi- 
dence and eſteem he had men— 
tioned ; that he ſhould have conſi- 
dered himielf bound in gratitude to 
take care of any perſon belonging to 


l Peew 
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Pelew whom he might think proper 
to ſend, ;. but, in the caſe propoſed, 
he wiſhed ſolemnly to aſſure him, 
that he ſhould. endeavour to merit 
the high truſt repoſed in him, by 
treating the young prince with the 
fame affection and tenderneſs as 
his own ſon. —[t was evident that 
this anſwer gave the king great ſatis- 
faction. 

After this, the diſcourſe of the 
day, as might be expected, turning 
much on the departure of the Eng- 
liſh, Abba Thulle addreſſed cap- 
tain Wilſon, as they ſat together, 
as follows: © Tou are going, and 
* when gone, I fear the inhabitants 
Sof Artingall will come down in 

| „great 


— — — 
. 
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$6 great numbers, and moleſt me, 


c as they have done frequently be- 
« fore; and having loſt the aid of 


„ theEngliſh, I ſhall be unable to 


& refiſt them, unleſs you will leave 


* me a few of your muſquets, which 
you have already taught me to 


* hope you would.” 
As a teſtimony of the gratitude 


the crew owed this worthy man, 


and as a means of rendering him 
ſervice after their departure, by arm- 


ing him againſt his enemies, it had 


been intended to leave · with Abba 


Thulle, on quitting the iſland, what- 


ever fire- arms they could ſpare: on 
this requeſt, therefore, they now pre- 
ſented him, in addition to ſome 

working 


work 
they 
quet! 


powe 
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working implements and other things 
they had given him before, five muſ- 
quets, five cutlaſſes, a barrel of gun- 
powder, and gun-flints and ball in 
proportion; to which Captain Wil- 
ſon added his own fowling-piece, 
wherewith his royal friend ſeemed 


to be particularly pleaſed, having of- 


ten been witneſs of its effects. 

At the ſame time that Abba Thulle 
had been meditating upon the defign 
of lending his ſon Ler Boo to Eng- 
land, that of remaining behind with 
the natives had been formed by 
one of the Engliſh ſeamen, whoſe 
name was Madan Blanchard; a de- 
ſign, in which, however extraordi- 
nary it may ſcem, he perſiſted, not- 

withſtanding 
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withſtanding the captain uſed many 
arguments to perſuade him to drop 


it. At length, finding it in vain to 
attempt to alter his reſolution, the 


captain judged it prudent to let him 
follow his own inclination, and to 
ingratiate him as much as poſhble 
in the good-will of the natives, as 
well as to make a merit of neceſſity, 
by repreſenting the leaving him be- 
hind as a favour done the king, 
Blanchard had made one of the 


number of Engliſhmen who had at- 


tended the king in the expeditions 
already mentioned; and there was 
ſomething in the country or the peo- 
ple which operated ſo powerfully on 
his imagination, that, on his return 

from 
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from the firſt fight at Artingall, he 
declared to his companions, that he 
would moſt readily take his ſhare 


in all the labour of building and fit- 
ting out the new veſſel, but that he 


ſhould remain and end his days 
among the natives of Pelew. Pur- 
ſuing the idea before mentioned, 
capt. Wilſon .took an opportunity 
of imparting the matter to the king 
in the manner he had propoſed, with 
which he was ſo well pleaſed, that he 


promiſed, on Blanchard's being in- 


troduced, to give him a houſe and 
plantations, and make him a rupack. 
In the evening of the 12th of No- 
vember Lee Boo arrived at Oroo- 
long, and was introduced, by his fa- 
ther, fiſt to capt, Wilſon, and then 

E [1 to 
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to his officers. He approached them 


all in ſo eaſy and affable a manner, Þ kad 
and with ſuch ſenſibility and good ri a 
humour in his countenance, that 3 my 
every one immediately became pre- = 
poſſeſſed in his fawvur, and felt the 3 
commencement of that intereſt for radiſa 
him, which his amiable manners ¶ ken o 
daily increaſed. He was brought comin 
by his elder brother, whoſe name * 5 
Was Qui Bill; a youth about 21 of his 
years of age, extremely well made, ¶ had n 
but having loſt his noſe, which RUA 
might have been accidentally car- paſſen 
ried off in battle by a ſpear, or de- = 
ſtroyed by a ſcrophnlous diſorder, ¶ board 
which the ſurgeon of the Antelope, the nes 
Mr. Sharp, found to prevail N captain 


the natives, 
With 


as . 
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With Lee Boo was brought from 
Pelew a baſket, containing ſome 
dozens of a fruit reſembling an ap- 
ple, of an oblong ſhape, and a deep 
crimſon colour, ſomewhat like what 
is called in England the Dutch Pa- 
radiſe Apple. This fruit was ſpo- 
ken of as very rare, and juſt then 
coming into ſeaſon. Captain Wil- 
ſon gave one of the apples to each 
of his officers, being ſuch as they 
had not ſeen before: the reſt he 
carefully reſerved to treat his young 
paſſenger with during his voyage. 

Every requiſite being now put ory 
board the veſſel, and the wind fair, 
the next day was appointed by the 
captain for the affecting ſcene of 

E 2 bidding 
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bidding a laſt adieu to thoſe friendly 
iſlanders to whom he and his crew 
were ſo much indebted, and who 
much wiſhed for their longer ſtay; 
but the captain was fearful of not 
reaching China ſoon enough to ſe- 
cure a paſlage in ſome of the Eng- 
liſh ſhips on their return to Eu- 
rope that ſeaſon. Abba Thulle, 
therefore, loſt no time ; he entered 
into long diſcourſe with his fon, 
giving him inſtructions how to con- 
duct himſelf, and what he was to 
attend to; and telling him, amongſt 
his many other good counſels, that 
he was thenceforward to conſider 
captain Wilſon as another father, 
and win his affection by obſerving 

Is 
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his advice. Here, turning to the 
captain, he ſaid. When LE Boo 
« got to England, he would have 
« ſuch fine things to ſee, that he 
might chance to flip away from 
« him, to run after novelty ; but that "oh 
he hoped the captain would keep | 1 
% him as much as he could under 
his eye, and endeavour to mode- 
<« rate the eagerneſs. of his youth.” 
And after further converſation re- 
lative to the confidence placed in 
him, the unlettered king of Coo- 
rooraa concluded his recommen- 


rern 


at dation in nearly the following ex- 1 
er preſſions, which muſt make their [1 
I, way to the heart of every reader of 65 
1g the leaſt ſenſibility. 4 1 would wiſh 


4 ou, 
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* you,” ſaid he to captain Wilſon, 
* to inform Lzz Boo of all things 
« which he ought to know, and 
make him an Engliſhman. — The 
« ſubject of parting with my fon J 
have frequently revolved; I am 
* well aware that the diſtant coun- 
« tries he muſt go through, differ: 
« ing much from his own, may ex- 
“ poſe him to dangers, as well as to 
% diſeaſes that are unknown to us 
« here, in conſequence of which he 
„% may die I have prepared my 
" thoughts to this ;,—I know that 
death is to all men inevitable, and 
& whether my ſon meets this event 
« at Pelew, or elſewhere, is imma- 
terial, I am ſatisfied, from what 

1 „have 
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Cc have obſerved of. the. humanity 
© of your character, that, if he is 
„ ſick, you will be kind to him; 
% and, ſhould that happen, which 
_ your utmoſt care cannot prevent, 
« let it not hinder you, or your bro- 


ther, or your ſon, or any of your 


“ countrymen, returning here; 1 
« ſhall receive you, or any of your 
« people, in friendſhip, and rejoice 
to ſee you again.“ 

Who is not ſtruck with this de- 
monſtration of the great ſtrength of 
Abba Thulle's rational faculties, as 
well as the purity and liberality of his 
ſentiments! 

Captain Wilſon repeated his aſ- 
ſurance, that he ſhould take the ſame 

E 4 care 
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care of Lee Boo as of his own child, 
and that nothing ſhould be wanting 
on his part to manifeſt, in his at- 
tention to the ſon, the gratitude and 
regard he ſhould ever feel for the 
father. 

The -time of departure being ſo 
near, the captain took an opportu- 
nity of converſing with Blanchard 
on the ſubject of being left behind, 
He ſet before him the manner in 
which he ſhould conduct himſelf 


towards the natives, and in what 


reſpects he could be inſtructive and 
beneficial to them ; particularly in 
working ſuch iron as had been given 
to them, and what more they might 
yet be able to obtain from the wreck. 

And, 
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And as, in gratitude to their preſer- 
vers, the Engliſh had given them, 
for their future defence againſt their 
enemies, all the arms and ammuni- 
tion not abſolutely neceſſary for 
their own ſafety, ſo the captain re- 
commended it to Blanchard, as a 
thing of the utmoſt conſequence, 
to take eſpecial care to keep them 
in proper order. He very pru- 
dently counſelled him never to go 
naked like the natives, as, by. adhe- 
ring to the form of dreſs his country- 
men had appeared: in, he would al- 
ways maintain a ſuperiority of cha- 


racter; and that he might the ber- 


ter follow this advice, Blanchard was 


furniſhed with all the cloaths that 


E 5 could | 
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could be ſpared, and directed, when 
thoſe were worn out, to make him- 
ſelf trowſers of a mat, which he 
could always get from the natives, 
and thereby preſerve that decency 
he had always been uſed to. Nor 
did the captain forget, in his in- 
ſtructions, to enjoin an attention to 
religious matters: he urged Blan- 
chard, by the moſt earneſt exhorta- 
tions, not to negle& thoſe acts of 
devotion which he had been taught 
to practiſe, and to be careful to ob- 
ſerve a Sabbath or Sunday, and per- 
form thoſe chriſtian duties wherein 
he had been educated ; for the cap- 
tain had always endeavoured to im- 
preſs a due {ſenſe of religion upon 

his 
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0 his crew, and never failed publicly to 
* read prayers to them every Sunday. 
e Laſtly, Blanchard was deſired to aſk 


for any thing he thought likely to 
* be of comfort and uſe to him; when 
he requeſted to have one of the 
Mip's compaſſes; and, as the pin- 
nace was intended to be left for 
Abba Thulle, he wiſhed that the 


. oars, ſails, maſts, and every-thing 
5 belonging to her might likewiſe be 
as left; all which were promiſed him. 


In the morning of the 12th of 
November, one of the ſwivel guns, 
WW which had been ſaved from the 
P. wreck, was fired, and an Engliſh 
ae? jack hoiſted at the maſt. head of the 
veſſel, as a lignal for ſailing ; which 
| being 
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being explained to the king, be 
forthwith ordered to be taken on 
board yams, cocoa-nuts, ſweet- 
meats, and other things provided 
for the voyage ; beſides which there 
was a profulion of proviſion in ma- 
ny canoes belonging to the natives 
lying along-ſide the Oroolong. 

When the veſſel was loaded with 
as many of the friendly offerings as 
could with any conveniency be ta- 
ken on board, and got quite ready 
for ſea, the boat was ſent for the 
captain, who was on ſhore. This 
circumſtance being made known to 
the king, he ſignified that he and his 
ſon would preſently go on board 
in kis canoe, Then the captain, 
| | taking 
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had come on ſhore for him, into one 
of the temporary houſes, beſought 
the former to impreſs on his me- 
mory the advice he had before given 
him, and particularly. to. be obſer- 
vant of his duty to his Creator, that 
the people of Pelew might thereby 
perceive he retained that faith and 
ſenſe of religion in which he had 
been trained. In concluſion the 
captain made the ſeamen preſent 
kneel down with him, and unite in 
praiſes and thankſgivings to that 
Supreme Being who had not only 
graciouſly ſupported their ſpirits in 


| the midſt of ſevere toils and dangers, 


but had now opened to them the 
means 


taking Blanchard, and the men- who” 


means of deliverance. 
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Abba Thulle 
and his chiefs, who were near the 
entrance of the houſe, obſerved and 
underſtood the meaning of this act 
of devotion, and preſerved 2 pro- 
found ſilence. 


At eight o clock in the morning, 


the captain went on board in his 
boat; and ſoon afterwards was fol- 
lowed by the king, his ſon Lee Boo, 
and ſuch rupacks as were with him. 
The little veſſel was ſo deeply 
laden with ſea ſtores, that a doubt 
aroſe whether ſhe could be got over 
the reef which had proved ' fatal to 
the Antelope, and runs along the 
veſt fide of the Pelew Iſlands: it 
was 6 therefore determined to lighten 


| her 
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her by landing two fix-pounders they 
had on board. | | 

Mr. Sharp, the ſurgeon, who, as 
the perſon whoſe profeſſion it was 
to cure diſeaſes, had particularly at- 
tracted the king's notice, had been 
deſired to take LER Boo under his 
ſpecial care till the Oroolong ſhould 
arrive at China, and Abba Thulle 
now pointed out that gentleman 
to his ſon as his ſucalic, that is, 
particular friend; and from that mo- 
ment LEER Boo attached himſelf to 
him, keeping cloſe at his ſide in 
whatever part of the veſſel he went. 

In adjuſting and ſetting all things 
to rights before the Oroolong mo- 
ved, a ſmall fail belonging to the 
pPinnace 
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pinnace was miſſed. Blanchard 
was got into that boat, in order to 
take the Oroolong in tow, He had 
kept his word; with unwearied aſ- 
ſiduity he had to the laſt given his 
countrymen every aſſiſtance in his 
power, and, having carefully laid up 
the ſail enquired after, went on 
board to ſhew where he had put it; 
which being done, he wiſhed them 
a proſperous voyage, and, however 
ſtrange it may ſeem, without diſco- 
vering the leaſt degree of regret, 
took leave of all his old ſhipmates 
with as much complacency as if they 
had been only about to fail from 
London to Graveſend, to come back 
Vith the next tide, 


At 
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At length the Oroolong was put 
in motion, and advanced towards 
the reef. Loaded as ſhe: had been 
by Abba Thulle's bounty, even to 
ſuperfluity, with every thing he 


thought might be uſeful or agreea- 


ble to his departing friends, ſtill. on 
each fide of her were a multitude 
of canoes; full of the common na- 
tives, who had all brought preſents 
ſrom themſelves, intreating they 
might be accepted, In vain were 
they told there was no room in the 
veſſel for any thing more ; each 
held up a little ſomething—* Only 
e this from me! Only this from 
eme!“ -was the general cry; 
which was repeated with ſuch ſup- 

| plicating 
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plicating countenances and watery 
eyes, that this faſcinating teſtimony 
of generoſity and affection almoſt 
got the better of every body on 
board. A few yams or cocoa- nuts 
were accepted from ſome of the 
neareſt; and thoſe poor creatures, 
whoſe intreaties could not be liſten- 
ed to, unable to endure the diſap- 
pointment, paddled a-head, and 
threw their little preſents into the 
pinnace, not knowing that ſhe was 
to return back with Blanchard. 

Can this picture of pure friend- 
ſhip at Pelew be exceeded by any 


Wilfn} 
other in the known world ! 4 
A-head of the pinnace went ſeveral "A 


canoes, to mark the ſafeſt track for 
the 
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the veſſel; and others were ſtationed 
at the reef, to point out the deepeſt 
water for her paſſage over it; by 
which precautions the Oroolong ſafe- 
y and eaſily cleared that formidable 
barrier. 

Abba Thulle accompanied the 
ingliſn in their veſſe] almoſt to the 
reef before he made the ſignal for his 
anoe to come along- ſide. And 
now wiſhing him happy and proſ- 
perous, he moſt affectionately took 
leave of LEE Boo, and gave him his 
bleſſing—it was received with pro- 
found reſpect. Seeing Captain 
Wilſon engaged in giving ſome 
directions to his people, he ſtopped 


Went 
the 


till he was perfectly at 0 then 
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went up to him, and embraced him 
with the greateſt tenderneſs, ſhew. 
ing, by his voice and looks, how 
diſtreſſed he was to bid him fare 
well. In the moſt cordial manne 
he ſhook hands with all the officers, 
faying, * You are happy becaukc 
* you are going home — I am hap. 
©* py to find you are happy—but 
« ſtill very unhappy myſelf to ſer 
e you are going away.” Then, al. 
ſuring the crew of his ardent wiſh- 
es for their ſucceſsful voyage, he 
went over the ſide of the veſſel into 
his canoe. As the canoes drew to- 


nanc 
their 
more 
Eng 
2 w] 
deep 
by tt 
Abb: 
back 
ly ab 
and 

catch 
man 


felt 


gether, ſurrounding that of the king, where 
1 delive 
the natives all eagerly looked up 4s e 


if to bid adieu, while their counte- 
© nances 
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nances imparted the feelings of 
their benevolent hearts in looks far 
more expreſſive than language. The 
Engliſh might truly ſay that they daft 
a whole people in tears; indeed, ſo 
deeply were they themſelves affected 
by this intereſting ſcene, that when 
Abba Thulle and his retinue turned 
back to Oroolong, they were ſcarce- 
ly able to give them three cheers; 
and their eyes followed them to 
catch the lateſt look, whilſt every 
man amongſt them with gratitude 
felt the efficacy of his ſervices, 
whereby, in a great meaſure, their 
deliverance had been brought about, 
as well as the fincerity of his friend- 

ſhip, 
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ſhip, which had continued firm and 
unſhaker to the laſt. | 
Moſt of the chiefs had left the 
Oroolong with the King, except 
Raa Kook, and a few of his atten- 
dants, who would ſee her clear of 
danger to the outſide of the reef. 
The outſide of the reef had been 
ſome time attained, Raa Kook had 
remained penſive, and the veſſel 
proceeded a conſiderable way, before 
he recollected himſelf, and ſummon- 
ed his canoes to return. The pin- 
nace being now brought to the fide 
of the Oroolong, the captain and 
officers prepared themſelves to take 
leave of this amiable perſonage ; 
but 
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but when the moment of ſeparation 
arrived, he was ſo affected that 
for a ſhort time he was unable to 
ſpeak—he took them by the hand, 
and pointing with the other to his 
heart, ſaid it was there he felt the 
pain of bidding them farewell: nor 
was this fcene witneſſed by any one 
on board, who did not ſhare its diſ- 
treſs. He addreſſed LEE Poo by 
name, and faid a few words to him; 
but, finding he could not proceed, 
he went into the boat, when imme- 
diately quitting the rope, he gave 
thoſe he had juſt left a laſt affec- 
tionate look, - then dropped aſtern. 
This worthy chief would fain 
have accompanied our people to 
England, 
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England, and before their veſſel was 
launched had actually aſked the 
king's permiſſion ſo to do; but 
from the circumſtance of his being 
the heir apparent, the inconvenience 
that would arife in caſe of Abba 
Thulle's death, in his abſence, was a 
prudential reaſon that prevented its 
being granted. Raa Kook's good 
ſenſe convinced him of the juſtneſs 
of it, and he acquieſced—but his 
wiſh remained the ſame. To this 
their firſt and truly valuable friend, 
the Engliſh preſented a brace of pil- 
tols, and a cartouch-box loaded with 
the proper cartridges, at their laſt in- 

terview. 
Having now parted from all their 
friends 
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friends of Pelew, the crew purſued 
their voyage towards China with to- 
lerable weather. The. firſt night 
LEE Boo flept on board, he ordered 
his Malay ſervant, whoſe name wag 
Boyam, to bring his mat upon 


deck; a warmer covering was, how- 


ever, prepared to defend him againſt 
the cold. The next morning no land 
was to be ſeen, which much ſur- 
priſed him. Captain Wilſon now 


cloathed bim in a ſhirt, waiſtcoat, 


and pair of trowſers, the two firſt ar- 
ticles of which ſeemed to be very un- 
eaſy to him, and he ſoon took thoſe 
off, folded them up, and ufed them 
only as a pillow: but imbibing an 
idea of the indelicacy of having no 

F cloathing, 
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cloathing, he never appeared with- 
out his trowſets; and as the veſſel, by 
ſteering northward, advanced into 
a climate gradually becoming colder, 
he felt leſs and leſs inconvenience 
in reſuming the uſe of his jacket and 
ſhirt, and the diſlike he had to them 
loſt itſelf in his new-taught ſenſe of 
propriety, which daily increaſing, 
ſoon became too powerful to ſuffer 
him to change his dreſs in the pre- 
ſence of another perſon, and he 
would afterwards always retire for 
that purpoſe to ſome dark corner 
where he aould not be ſeen.—— At 
firſt the motion of the veſſel made 
him ſea-ſiek, inſomuch that he was 
obliged frequently to he down. 

| On 
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On his growing better, one of the ap- 
ples, which was brought to Oroolong 
at the time of his arrival there, was 
given him: he heſitated to eat it, till 
he was told that ſuch was the cap- 
tain's defire, and that Abba Thulle 
had ſent them for him; when he 
obſerved to Boyam, his ſervant, that 
he was much indulged, as none but 
a few great people had his father's 
permiſſion to eat of this fruit. This 
remark correſponds with Abba 
Thulle's telling Captain Wilſon, on 
giving him theſe apples, that they 
were a great rarity, 

On the 16th of November, be- 
ing Sunday, prayers were devoutly 
read, in the forenoon, upon deck, 


F 2 | the 
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the crew having too deep a ſenſe of 
the mercies of Providence in their 


happy delivery, not to offer them 


publicly, and with hearts full of 
gratitude, 

Lee Boo was remarkably clean 
in his perſon, waſhing himſelf ſeve- 
ral times every day, There is a 
ſaying of great unportance and well 
worthy of attention, that “ cleanh- 
„ nels is next to godline(s,” It may 
not be eſtimating cleanlineſs too 
highly, to regard it as being no leſs 
eſlential to the health of the body 
than godlineſs is to that of the ſoul. 
However, no one can pretend not 
to admire and prefer it to falthinels, 
which yer ſo much more prevails, 
_ eſpecially 
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eſpecially amongſt the poorer claſs 
of people: but, ſurely, this is the 
reſult of a ſhiggiſh, indolent habit, 
rather than of neceſſity, as, though 


cloathed in rags they may be 


clean. 


Our young voyager was by this 
time ſo well recovered, as to eat a 
flying-fiſh which was caught upon 
deck, and ſome yam, having before 
eaten very little. He told Boyam, 
that he was ſenſible his father and 
family had been very unhappy from 
knowing that he had been ſick. 
When he was quite recovered from 


his illneſs, he appeared to be perfect- 


l 0 ealy and contented. 
F 3 In 
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In the morning of the 25th, at 
day-light, the veſſel came in fight 
of the Baſhee Iſlands at about three 


leagues diſtance. LEE Boo was 
much pleaſed at the circumſtance, 


and eagerly defired to know their 


names ; which - being repeated to 
him until he could pronounce 
them, he took a piece of line, and 
tied a knot in it in remembrance of 
the event. It is the cuſtom of the 
people in the Pelew Iſlands to make 
remarks by tying knots in a line, 
and Let Boo had brought with him 
the one he now uſed for that pur- 
poſe. 12 
Having purſued their courſe with- 
Out interruption, on Friday the 28th, 
60 | the 
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the voyagers ſaw ſeveral Chineſe fiſh- 
ing boats, and next morning land: 


they ſtood in amongſt the iſlands, as 
the wind would permit, till fix 


o'clock in the evening, when they 
anchored in the midſt of ſome ſmall 


Chineſe veſſels; Lzz Boo being quite 


' delighted with viewing the land and 
the number of boats upon the wa- 
ter, 


On the zoth in the morning, cap- 
tain Wilſon procured a pilot to con- 
duct their veſle: between the iſlands 
to Macao, where lived Mr. M*In- 
tyre, a gentleman from whom the 


captain had received many teſti- 


monies of friendſhip when before 
at that plage in the Antelope. To 
| him 
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him therefore captain Wilſbn re- 
paired upon his arrival. Mr. 
M*<Intyre was no. ſooner inform- 
ed of the ſad misfortune which 
had befallen his friend, than, with 
his wonted generoſity, he ordered 
ſuch proviſions and other neceſſaries 
as they might ſtand in need of to be 
ſent on board the veſſel to the offi- 
cers and people, whilſt the captain 
wrote to the Company's ſupercar- 
goes, who were then all at Canton, 
to acquaint them. with his fitua- 
Ucn, 


LEE Boo was aſtoniſhed on ſee- 


ing the Portugueſe ſhips at Macao: 
he cried out, as he looked at them, 
C.ow, clew, muc clow, ! that is, Large, 
large, 
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large, very large ! The Engliſh had 
here an early opportunity of obſerv- 
ing the natural benevolence of his 
mind. Some Chineſe boats, row- 
ed by poor Tartar women, with 
their little children tied to their 


backs, (urrounding the veſſel, and 


the poor creatures in them petition- 
ing for fragments of victuals, Lee 
Boo was very anxious to relieve 
their neceſſities, - giving them oran- 
ges, and ſelecting, with particular 
attention, from ſuch things as he had, 
whatever he liked beſt himſelf. 

Tae next morning, Mr. M'lntyre 
and a. Portugueſe gentleman accom- 
panied the captain on board the 
Oroolong, taking with them a vas» 

riety 
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riety of refreſhments and proviſions 
ready dreſſed. In the evening they 
returned on ſhore, together with 
Lee Boo, and all the officers, except 
the chief mate, who remained with 
the men to take care of the veſſel. 

The Portugueſe -gentleman was 
very much pleaſed with the Peley 
prince, and, when on ſhore, requeſt- 
ed that the new nan, as he called 


him, might be permitted to viſit his 


family; and his houſe being the 
firſt the young traveller had ever en- 
tered, he ſeemed to be loft in filent 
admiration. The upright walls 
and flat cielings greatly perplexed 
him, as he did not comprehend 
how they could be formed; and 


the 
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the decorations of the rooms alſo 
ſtruck him with no ſmall degree of 
aſtoniſhment, - On being introdu- 
ced to the ladies of the family, his 
deportment was ſo eaſy and polite, 


as to be exceeded only by his abun- 


dant good-nature: he was not in 
the leaſt embarraſſed ; he allowed 
the company to examine his hands, 
which were tatooed, and appeared 
pleaſed with the notice he excited. 

The idea conceived by thoſe who 
were. witneſſes of Lee Boo's firſt 
introduction to faſhionable life, was, 
that, how great ſoever might be 
the ſurprize which the ſcenes of a 
new world might occaſion in him 
it could ſcarcely be exceeded by that 


which 
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which his own amiable manners and 
native poliſh would create in others. 
Alfter this viſit, Mr. M'Intyre 
conducted captain Wilſon and his 
companiors to his own houſe, where 
they were uſhered into a large hall 
lighted up, with a table in the mid- 
dle covered for ſupper, and a ſide- 
board very handſomely decorated. 
A new ſcene now burſt at once on 
LEE Boo's mind; he was all eye, al 
admiration—the veſſels of glaſs were, 
in a manner enchantment itſelt. 
Mr. Melntyre pointed out to him 
whatever he thought likely to amuſe 
him ; but every thing around him 
was attracting ; his eye, and his 
mind, were alike bewildered—in 
truth, 
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truth, all was to him a fairy tale, 
a ſcene of magic. At the upper end 
of the hall was a large mirrour, 
which reflected almoſt his whole 
perſon. Here Lee Boo ſtood in 
perfect amazement at ſeeing him- 
ſelf—he laughed he drew back 
he returned to look again, quite 
abſorbed in wonder. He tried to 
look behind, as if conceiving ſome- 
body to be there, but found the glaſs 
fixed cloſe to the wall. Upon this, 
Mr. M'Intyre ordered a ſmall glaſs 
to be brought, wherein, having 
viewed his face, Lee Boo looked 
behind, to diſcover the perſon who 
looked at him, totally unable to ac- 
count for ſo ſtrange an effect. 


8 Aſter 
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After paſting an evening rendered 


pleaſant and cheerful by the hoſpita- MW des 
lity of their hoſt and the ſimplicity (MW ©*" 
of Lee Boo, the gentlemen retired ed, | 
for the night: whether the prince the 1 
paſſed it in ſſeep, or in reflecting B. 
upon the occurrences of the pre- e, 
ceding day, is not certain; but it ceſſa 
is very poſſible the next morning he for t! 
recolle&ed them in that confuſed I they 
manner in which we recal the traces guarc 
of dreams. who 
The following day Lee Boo had In pi 
more leiſure for examination : the ſtood 
upright walls and flat ceilings were ce | 
ſtill objeQs of ſurprize to him: the them 
walls he was continually feeling, as which 
if by that means to acquire ſome thoug] 
| ſtring 


idea 
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idea of their conſtruction ; but the 
cielings, ſelt· ſupported as he imagin- 
ed, ſeemed at that time quite beyond 
the reach of his comprehenſion. 

By the good offices of Mr. M'In- 
tyre, a houſe, ſervants, and other ne- 


 ceſlarieg, were provided at Macao, 


for the crew of the Oroolong, and 


they all came on ſhore, leaving a 


guard of one officer and a few men, 
who at due times were changed. 
In purchaling ſuch things as they 
ſtood in need of, they did not forget 
Lee Boo, who was a favourite with 
them all. Amongſt other trinkets, 
which, from their novelty they 
thought would pleaſe him, was a 
ſiring of large glaſs beads, the fight 
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whereof threw him almoſt into an ex- 
tacy : he hugged them with a tran(- 
port which could not be equalled 
by that of the intereſted poſſeſſot 
of a ftring of pearls of the ſame mag- 
nitude—his imagination told him 
he had in his hands all the wealth the 
world could afford—he ran with 
eagerneſs to captain Wilſon to ſhew 
him his riches, and, enraptured 
with the idea of his family's ſharing 
them with him, in the utmoſt agita- 
tion of ſpirits, intreated the cap- 
tain „ immediately to get him a 
« Chineſe veſſel, to carry his trea- 
& ſures to Pelew, and deliver them 
c tothe king, that he might diſtri- 


* bute them as he thought proper, 
a *and 
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te and thereby, fee what a country 
« the Engliſh had conveyed him 
«to;” adding “ that the people 


„ who carried them ſhould inform 


« the king that Lee Boo would ſoon 


% fend him other preſents.” He 


then aſſured captain Wilſon, that, 
« if the people faithfully executed 
„their charge, he would, beſides 


„„hat Abba Thulle might give 


e them, preſent them, on their re- 
« turn, with one or two beads, as a 
« reward for their fidelity.” —Hap- 
py ſtate of ſimplicity and innocence, 


| whoſe pleaſures can be purchaſed on 


ſuch eaſy terms! 
In a ſhort time captain Wilſon 
received letters from the ſupercar- 
G 3 goes, 
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goes, expreſſing their concern for the 
misfortunes of the crew, and advi- 
ſing the diſpoſal of the veſſel and 
ſtores. Theſe letters were accom- 
panied with warm cloaths, and a 
variety of other neceſſaries. Mr. 
M*lntyre received letters alſo, de- 
firing him to furniſh them with mo- 
ney, &c. 

At Macao Lee Boo had frequent 
opportunities of ſeeing people of dif- 
ferent nations; in particular, three 
Engliſh women, who were waiting 
there for a paſſage to Europe, and 
whom he preferred to any other of 
the fair ſex he had ſeen. 

There being no quadrupeds at 
Pelew, excepting the rats already 

mentioned, 
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mentioned, the Newfoundland dog 


and a ſpaniel the crew had alſo ſa- 
ved from the wreck were the only 
four legged creatures known to Lee 
Boo; the ſheep, goats, and other 
cattle, therefore, which he met with 
at Macao, were novelties that 
greatly excited his ſurprize. The 
Newfoundland dog, which had at- 
tracted ſo much notice, and become 


the property of his uncle Arra Koo- 


ker, being called Sailor, he applied 
that word to every animal which had 
four legs; ſo that, ſeeing ſome hor- 
ſes, he called them Cu Sailor, that 
is, Great Sailor, The next day, 
obſerving a man on horſeback paſs 
the houſe, he was himſelf fo won- 

G 4 derfully 


108 THE HISTORY OF 


derfully aſtoniſhed, that he want- 
ed every one to go out and. ſee the 
ſtrange ſight too. He afterwards 
went to the ſtables where the horſes 
were; he felt, he ſtroaked them, 
and was very inquiſitive to know 


what their food was, as he had found 


they would not eat oranges, of which 
he had offered them ſome he had in 
his pocket. He was eaſily perſua- 
ded to mount one of them ; and, 
on being informed what a noble, do- 
cile, and uſeful animal jt was, he with 
great ſolicitude beſought captain 
Wilſon to get one ſent to his uncle 


Raha Kook, to whom he was ſure it 


would be of great ſervice. 
The crew were waiting at Macao 
. 
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for a permit and boats to carry them 
to Canton, when captain Churchill, - 
of the Walpole, arriving, was ſo obli- 
ging as to accommodate them with 
a paſſage up to Whampoa, the chief 
mate, and five or ſix of the men, 
only, remaining with the Oroolong 
at Macao till ſhe ſhould be fold. 

Lee Boo found ſufficient matter 
to keep his mental faculties awake 
on board the Walpole ; the furniture, 
chairs, tables, lamps, the upright 
bulkheads, and deck over head, were 
all ſurpriſing. After filently caſting 
his eyes over theſe objects, he whiſper- 
ed to captain Wilſon, that Clow ſhip 
was houſe. It 1s to be preſumed, 
that nothing on board the Walpole 


G5 eſcaped 


1 o 
l 
4 
? 
\ 
N 
CY 
# 
% 
* 
o 
4 
4 | 
: 
#7 
In ' 
; 4 
17 
+4 


— 
— 


<>  - 


rr 
- * — — 
4 FI. » eo 2 — 


0 Q 
3 
v 
" 4 = 
= —_ 


- =_ 
as 


i} 


110 THE HISTORY OF 


eſcaped his notice, as it was evident 
nothing on ſhore did. At Canton, 
being at the Company's table at the 


factory, his admiration was much 


excited by the veſſels of glaſs, of 


various ſhapes and ſizes, particularly 


the chandeliers, Having ſurveyed 
the numerous attendants behind 


the gentlemen's chairs, as well as 


the profuſe variety of proviſions and 


liquors, he remarked to captain 


Wilſon, that, “ the king his father 
& lived in a manner very different, 
„having only a little fiſh, a yam, 
& or a cocoa-nut, which he eat from 
« off a leaf, and- drank out of the 
« (hell of the nut, and when his 
© meal was finiſhed, wiped his 

| mouth 
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mouth and his fingers with a bit 
« of cocoa-nut huſk ; whereas the 
« company preſent eat a bit of one 
« thing, and then a bit of another, 
« the ſervants always ſupplying 


them with a different plate, and 


« different ſorts of veſſels to drink 
« gout of,” He ſeemed to reliſh tea 
from the firſt : coffee he refuſed, as 
he did not like the ſmell of it, yet at 
the ſame time ſaying “ he would 
« drink it, if captain Wilſon order- 
« ed him.” Anincident at Macao 
gave him an averſion to all kinds of 
ſpirits. © One of the ſeamen being 
much intoxicated, Lee Boo, ſup- 
poling him very ill, in great concern 
applied to Mr, Sharp to relieye him. 
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On being informed of the nature of 


his ailment, that it was merely the 
effect of a liquor in which common 
people were apt to indulge, and 
would ſoon go off of itſelf, his anxi- 
ety ſubſided ;—but he would never 
afterwards even taſte ſpirits, ſaying, 
when offered any, „it was not 
drink fit for gentlemen.” In- 
deed, as to cating and drinking, he 
obſerved great temperance in both: 


——How quick was the light of . 


wiſdom and virtue kindled in the 
breaſt of this young man Upon 
the firſt intimation, he inſtantly con- 
ceived the pernicious effects of 
drinking ſpirits, and reſolved to 


7 8 himſelf againſt contracting ſo 


vile 
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vile an habit.— There is ſcarcely a 
trait in his character, but gives a 
proof of correct judgment, or a lef- 

ſon of eminent morality. * | 
The veſſel having been fold at 
Macao, Mr, Benger, and the men 
who remained with him, accompa- 
nied by Mr. Wintyre, went up 
to Canton in one of the country 
boats. When they arrived there, 
Lee Boo happened to be break- 
faſting at a window which looked 
towards the water : the inſtant he 
caught a diſtant view of them, with» 
out uttering a ſyllable to any one, he 
{ſprang from his ſeat, and was at the 
edge bf the river before the boat 
reached the ſhore : he received them 
with 
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with the utmoſt eagerneſs and joy, 
thook their hands with the warmeſt 
expreſſions of affection, and mani- 
feſted the greateſt impatience to get 
them into. the houſe, fearing that 


from their ſtaying behind they had 


not fared ſo well as himſelf, 

During Lee Boo's ſtay at Canton, 
ſeveral gentlemen, who had been at 
| Madagaſcar, and ſome other places 
where the throwing of the ſpear is 
practiſed, and who had themſelves a 


conſiderable degree of ſkill in the 


art, expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing him 
perform this exercile, and a meeting 
was appointed at the hall of the 
factory for the purpoſe. Lee Boo 
did not at firſt point his ſpear to any 

erte 


PRINCE LEE BOO. 115 


particular object, but only ſhook 
and poiſed it, as is uſual before 
throwing it from the hand. This 
alſo the gentlemen were able to do. 
But it being propoſed to aim at ſome 
particular point, they fixed upon a 
gauze cage, which hung up in the 
hall, and had a bird painted in the 
middle, as their mark. Lee Boo 
took up hs ſpear with much ſeem- 
ing indifference, levelled at the little 
bird, and ſtruck it through the 
head, to the amazement of all his 


competitors, who, at the great diſ- 


tance whence they flung, could 
not without much difficulty, hit even 
the cage. An undeniable proof 
this of the wonderful effect of habit 
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and practice. The ſpear is a wea- 
pon in uſe among moſt uncivilized 
nations not acquainted with fire-arms, 


- Whoſe common exerciſe from child- 


hood to manhood is the throwing 
of it, in which they acquire a degree 
of ſkill which ſets all competition at 
defiance, Early and conſtant ap- 
plication, therefore, is the natural 
means by which excellence is to be 
attained. 

Lee Boo was much delighted with 


the ſtone buildings and ſpacious 


rooms of the houtes at Canton; the 


flat cielings, however, ſtill continued 
to be marvellous in his eyes: he of- 
ten contraſted them with the ſloping 
thatched roofs at Pelew, and faid, 
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that, 7 by the time he went back, 


he ſhould have learnt how it was 


“done, and would then tell the peo- 
e ple there in what manner they 
e ought to build.” In all his ob- 
ſervations, the grand conſideration 
he ſeemed to have at heart, was the 
advantage and improvement of his 
A | 
"Amongſt the things brought in 
for tea at the houſe of Mr. Free- 
man, one of the Company's ſuper- 
cargoes, was a ſugar-diſh of blue 
glaſs, which greatly ſtriking Lee 
Boo's fancy, that gentleman was in- 
duced, when tea was over, to take 
him into another room, where there 
were two barrels of the ſame kind of 
blue 
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and practice. The ſpear is a wea- 
pon in uſe among . moſt uncivilized 
nations not acquainted with fire-arms, 
whoſe common exerciſe from child- 
hood to manhood is the throwing 


of it, in which they acquire a degree 


of ſkill which ſets all competition at 
defiance, Early and conſtant ap- 
plication, therefore, is the natural 
means by which excellence is to be 
attained. 

Lee Boo was much delighted with 
the ſtone buildings and ſpacious 
rooms of the houtes at Canton ; the 
flat cielings, however, ſtill continued 


to be marvellous in his eyes: he of- 


ten contraſted them with rhe ſloping 
thatched roofs at Pelew, and faid, 


. thjr 
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that,“ by the time he went back, 
he ſhould have learnt how it was 
done, and would then tell the peo- 
© ple there in what manner they 
« ought to build.” In all his ob- 
ſervations, the grand conſideration 
he ſeemed to have at heart, was the 
advantage and improvement of his 

country, | 
Amongſt the things brought in 
for tea at the houſe of Mr. Free- 
man, one of the Company's ſuper- 
cargoes, was a ſugar-diſh of blue 
glaſs, which greatly ſtriking Lee 
Boo's fancy, that gentleman was in- 
duced, when tea was over, to 'take 
him into another room, where there 
were two barrels of the ſame kind of 
blue 
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blue glaſs, (holding about two quarts 


each,) placed on brackets: the allu- 
ring colour again caught his eye: 
he gazed at them with much eager- 
neſs—went away—returned to them 
with new delight. Mr. Freeman, 
obſerving to what exceſs he was cap- 
tivated by theſe articles, told him he 
would make him a preſent of them, 
and that he ſhould carry them to 
Pelew. This threw him into ſuch 
an extacy, that he could ſcarcely 


contain himſelf : he declared, that, 


on his return, Abba Thulle ſhould 
poſſeſs ſo great a treaſure ; and he 
wiſhed his relations could but have a 
view of them ; he was ſure they would 


| be loſt in aſtoniſhment at the ſight. 
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Captain Wilſon now laid before 
his companions in adverſe for- 
tune a ſtatement of what the fale 
of the ſhip, ſtores, &c. had. pro- 
duced, and divided the whole in 
equal ſhares amongſt them. This 
done, he acquainted them that they 


were at liberty to provide for them- 


ſelves as opportunity ſhould offer, 
yet recommending to them all, but 
particularly his officers, to return to 
England, where, he had no doubt, 
they would, in ſome meaſure, be re 
compented for the hardſhips they 
had undergone, by the Honourable 
Company, to whom he faid he 
ſhould duly repreſent (what he felt 
himſelf in the higheſt degree obliged 

to 
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to them for) the good order, unani- 
mity, and excellent conduct they 
had perſevered in throughout the 
trying ſcenes they had experienced 
together, which had afforded them 
an opportunity of ſo zealouſly teſti- 
fying their regard for the general 
ſervice. 

Mr. Sharp, to whoſe immediate 
care, as hath been mentioned, Lee 
Boo was committed on leaving 
Oroolong, now reſigned his charge 
to captain Wilſon, and came home 
in the Laſcelles Indiaman, captain 
Wakefield; the other officers and 
men engaged in different ſhips, 


as vacancies occurred; but the 
greater part of the latter embarked 
Blanchard. 

As 
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As may be conceived, theſe part- 
ners in diſtreſs did not ſeparate 
without emotions of concern and 
regret, 3 
Captain Wilſon and his charge 
embarked in the Morſe Indiaman, 
captain Joſeph Elliott, who in the 
moſt friendly manner accommo- 
dated them with a paſſage to 


England. Throughout the whole 


voyage Lee Boo was treated by 
that gentleman with much kind- 
neſs and attention, and was himſelf 
ſo courteous and pleaſant, that every 
one was ready to render him any 
ſervice in his power —— This is not 
the firſt time the reader may have 
remarked, in this account of our 


young 
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young traveller, the deep impreſſion 
a courteous deportment makes on 
new acquaintance, and the great ad- 
vantage ariſing from it : —a fack 
recommended to the attention of 
youth in particular, who, generally, 
feem either not to know or to forget 
it. Other good qualities may make 
them eſteemed, but they cannot be 
beloved without an amiability of 
manners. Mark the rudeneſs, if 
not inſolence ot a ſchoolboy ;——it 
leaves a defect in his character by 
no means ſupplied by his acuteneſs 
in learning however great: there is 
requiſite a certain courteſy, not at 
all incompatible with the gaiety and 
activity of youth, to intereſt, our 

| ſofter 
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ſofter paſſions in his favour-. A ge- 


nuine ſweetneſs of diſpoſition and 


behaviour engages the affection, 


even though the more ſplendid qua- 


ties and attainments may be want- 
ing. i 
Every ſhip the Morſe met with 


at ſea Lee Boo muſt needs know 
the name of: he would repeat what 


he was told over and over till he 
had fixed it well in his memory ; 
and, as each enquiry was gratified, 
he made a knot in his line: but 
time multiplied - theſe knots fo 
greatly, that he was obliged to re- 
peat his remarks every day to re- 
freſh his memory, in doing which he 
was often under the neceſſity of ap- 


plying 
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plying to captain Wilſon or others, 
on forgetting the circumſtance any 
particular knot referred to. The 
officers in the Morſe, with whom 
only he aſſociated, when they ſaw 
him thus employed with his line, 
uſed to ſay he was reading his jour- 
nal, He frequently enquired after 
all the people in the Oroolong, who 
had gone on board different ſhips at 
China, particularly a ſon of the 
captain's, who was one of them, 
and Mr. Sharp. . 
Lee Boo had been but a ſhort 
time on the voyage, when he re- 
queſted captain Wilſon to get him 
a book, and point out to him the 


letters, that he might learn to read: 
the 
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the captain kindly embraced every 
convenient opportunity of gratifying 
this wiſh, and had the ſatisfaction of 


diſcovering great readineſs of appre- 


henſion in his young pupil. 
On arrivikg, at St. Helena, our 


young voyager was much ſtruck: 
with the ſoldiers and cannon on the 


fortifications; and four Engliſh. 
men of war coming in foon after- 
wards afforded him a fight highly 
delightful, eſpecially as ſome of 
them had two tier of guns. It was 


explained to him, that this' ſort of 


ſhips was intended only for fighting, 
and that the others which he then 
ſaw in the bay were deſtined to 
commercial purpofes, by tranfe 

H porting: 
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porting - the produce and manu⸗ 
factures of one country to another. 


Captain Buller, the commander of 
the Chaſer, politely took him on 


board his own and another ſhip, in 


order that he might fee the men 


exerciſed at the great guns and ſmall 
arms; a ſight with which his imagi- 


nation was exceedingly impreſſed. 
On being taken to a ſchool, he 
expreſſed a wiſh that he could learn 
like the boys, feeling as he did his 
deficieney in knowledge.——The 
truant would do well to compare his 
own ſentiments of ſchools with thoſe 
of Lee Boo, who, regarding their 
aim, the inſtruction and improvement 


of merikxind, enviably conſidered them 
as 
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as inſtitutions beneficial in the high- 
eſt degree, and glowed with defire 
to frequent them ; whereas the idler, 
confining his views to the taſks and 
application neceffarily preſcribed, 
ſees not the advantages to be reaped 
there, but looks upon them, with 
. diſguſt, as places of: drudgery and 
puniſhment, and conſequently ſeeks 
to avoid them, Let him bluſh, and 
learn. better notions from an untu- 
tored native of Pelew. 

He deſired and was permitted to 
ride on horſeback into the country : 
he fat well, and galloped without 
the leaſt fear of falling, 'and appeared 
highly gratified both with the no- 
yelty and pleaſure of the exerciſe, 
7 H 2 SES 


128 THE HISTORY OP 


In the Company's garden he re- 
marked ſome ſhady walks formed 
- with bamboos arching overhead on 
Isttice-work, and was ſtruck with 
the refreſhing coolneſs they afforded. 
He obſerved, © that the people on 
c this iſland had but little wood, yet 
« applied it to a good purpoſe z 
< whereas his own countrymen were 
« jgnorant of the advantages they 
might enjoy, having a great abun- 
© dance, but not knowing in what 
** manner to uſe it. When he went 
& back, he ſaid, he would ſpeak to the 
6 king, tell him how defective they 
„ were, and have men ſet to work 
* on ſuch bowers as he had ſeen.” 

Such was the dawn of illumination 

in 
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in Lee Boo's mind ! He felt its dark- 
neſs, and had the good ſenſe to 
catch at every ray which might lead 
him forward to information and im- 
provement. 

At St. Helena he had the happi- 
neſs of an interview with his firſt 
friend Mr. Sharp, who arrived at that 
iſland in the Laſcelles before he quit- 
ted it, He firſt ſaw him from a win- 
dow, and ran out with extreme im- 
patience tq take him by the hand, 
evincing by his ardour the grateful 
ſentiments he retained of the kind 
attention that gentleman had ſhewn 
bim. 

As the Morſe drew near the Bri- 
uſh channel, the number of veſſels, 
8 5 purſuing 
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purſuing their different courſes, in- 
creaſed ſo much, that Lee Boo was 
obliged to give up keeping his jour- 
nal ; however, he ſtil} continued ve- 
ry inquiſitive to know whither they. 
were failing. When the ſhip reached 
the Ile of Wight, captain Wilſon, 
his brother, the Prince, and ſeve- 
ral other paſſengers, leſt her, and, 
taking a boat, arrived fafe at Portſ- 
mouth the 14th of July, 1784. 
When landed, the variety of hou- 
ſes, the ramparts, and the number 
and ſize of the men of war then in 
the harbour, rivetted Lee Boo's at- 
tention ; he was ſo totally wrapped 
up in x wonder, that he had no re- 
I. colleQion 
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collection even to aſk any queſti- 
ons. | 


The officer of the Morſe, charg- 


ed with the diſpatches, being about 
to repair immediately to London, 


captain Wilſon, naturally impatient 


to behold his family, accompanied 
him, inrufting Lee Boo to the care 
of his brother, both of whom were 
to follow in a coach which was to 
ſet off in the evening. As ſoon as 


he arrived in town, he was carried' 
to captain Wilſon's houſe at Ro- 
therhithe, where, as may be ſup- 
poſed, he was not a little happy in 
rejoining his adopted father, and be- 


ing introduced to his family. 
Part of his Journey from Portſ- 
| mouth 
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mouth paſled during the night: 
the return of day, however, brought 
full employment for his eyes; and 
he reached what was to be, for ſome 
time, his home, in all the natural 
glow of his youthful ſpirits. What- 
ever he had obſerved in filence, was 
now eagerly diſcloſed. He de- 
{cribed the circumſtances of his 
journey; +ſaid it had been very 
pleaſant—that he had been put inio 
a little houſe, which was ran away” 
with by horſes—that he ſlept, but 
{till was going on; and whilſt he 
went one Way, the fields, houſes, and 
trees, all went another, every thing, 
from the quickneſs of travelling, ap- 
Fans to be in motion. | 


When, 
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When, at the hour of reſt, he 
was conducted to his chamber, he 
flaw for the firſt time, a four-poſt 
bed. Scarcely could he Conceive 
what itumeant—he jumped in and 
jumped but again—felt and pulled 
aſide the curtains—got into bed, and 
then got out a ſecond time, to admire 
its outward form. At length, when 


he was fully acquainted with its uſe 


and convenience, he laid himſelf 
down to fleep, ſaying. that in Eng- 
land there was a houſe for every thing. 


About a week after his arrival in- 


this country he accompanied captain 
Wilſon to dine with a party at 2 
friend's, where he firſt met George 
Reate, Eſq. the gentleman who has 

with 
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with ſo much ability written the ac- 
count at large of the Pelew Illands. 
Lee Boo was then maſter of but 
very little Engliſh, yet between 
words and actions contrived to 
make himſelf pretty well under- 
ſtood, and ſeemed to comprehend 
the greater part cf what was ſaid to 
him, eſpecially when explained by 
the captain. He wore his hair in 
the faſhion of his own country, was 
of a middling ſtature, and had a 
countenance ſo ſtrongly marked 
with ſenſibility and good-humour, 
as inſtantly to prepoſſeſs every one in 
his favour, and moreover enlivened 
by eyes ſo quick and intelligent, 

| | | 3 
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that they might truly be ſaid to in- 
dicate his thoughts and conceptions 
without the aid of language. 
Though Mr. Keate's expectations 
had been greatly raiſed by the ac- 
counts he had previouſly received 


of this new man, as he was called at 
Macao, yet, when that gentleman, 


had been a little time in his com- 


pany, he was perfectly aſtoniſhed at 


the eaſe and gentleneſs of his man- 


ners. But it will be beſt here to let 


Mr. Keate ſpeak in his own perſon.” 


« He was,” ſays that judicious and 
elegant writer, * lively and pleaſant, 
and had a politeneſs without form 


Lor reſtraint, which appeared to be 


* the reſult of natural good breed- 
ing. 
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«ing. As I chanced to ſit near 
„ him at table, I:paijd him a great 
deal of attention, which he ſeemed: 
« to be very ſenſible of. Many 
* queſtions were of . courſe put to 
captain Wilſon by the company 


concerning this. perſonage, and 
« the country: he had brought him. 


_ %eyer viſited before: he. obligingly 

« entered. on many particular eir- 
% cumſtances which were highly in- 
<« jereſting, ſpoke of the battles in 


| _, ** which his people had aſſiſted the 


e king of Pelew, and of the pecu- 
« liar manner the natives had of 
<« tying up their hair when going to 
„var; Lee Boo, who fully under- 
- ſtood 


>, 


1 
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« ftood what his friend was ex- 
« plaining, very obligingly, and un- 
« aſked, untied his own, and threw 
it into the form captain Wilſon 
had been deſcribing. | might 
„ tire the reader, were I to enume- 


rate the trivial occurrences of a few 
* hours, rendered only of conſe- 


« quence from the ſingularity of 
* this young man's ſituation ; ſuf- 


« fice it to ſay, there was in all his 


« deportment ſuch affability and 


„ propriety of behaviour, that, when 


« he took leave of the company, 
« there was hardly one - preſent who 
« did not feel a ſatisfaction in having 
« had an interview with him. 
« ] went to Rotherhithe,” con- 
: | tinues 
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tinues Mr. Keate, a few days af- 
« ter, to ſee. captain Wilſon ; Lee 
« Boo was reading at a window; he 
« recollected me inſtantly, and flew 
« with eagerneſs to the door to meet 
c me, looked on me as a friend, 
« and ever after attached himſelf to 
&« me, appearing to be happy when- 
« ever we met together. In this 
« viſit I had a good deal of conver- 
&« ſation with him, and we mutu- 
« ally managed to be pretty well 
« underſtood by each other: he 
«+ ſeemed to be pleaſed with every 
« thing about bim; ſaid, All fine 
* country, fine ſtreet, fine coach, and 
r houſe upon houſe up to ſky, putting 
« alternately one hand above . 

Ar. 
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« by which I found (their own habi- 
* tations being all on the ground) 
that every ſepatate ſtory of our 
„buildings he at that time conſi- 
«* dered as a diſtinct houſe.” 

This promiſing young man was 
introduced to ſeveral of the Directors 


of the India Company, taken on vi- 


fits to many of the captain's friends, 
and gradually ſhewn moſt of the 
public buildings in the metropolis ; 
but captain Willon very prudently 
avoided taking him to any of the 
places of public entertainment, for 
fear of his catching the ſmall pox, - a 
diſtemper for which it was propoſ- 
ed to inoculate him, as ſoon as he 
{ould become ſufficiently acquaint- 

I 2 ed 


1% THE HISTORY OF 


ed with the Engliſh language to be 
made fully ſenſible of the neceſſity 
of the meaſure ; for it was judged, 
and ſurely not without good reaſon, 
that to bring upon him ſo trouble- 
fome and offenſive a diſeaſe, without 
firſt explaining its nature, and pre- 


paring his mind to fubmit to it, 


might weaken that unlimited con- 
fidence he placed in his adopted fa- 
ther. 

After being ſomewhat habituated 
to the manners of this country, he 
went every day to an academy At 
Rotherhithe for the purpoſe of being 
inſtructed in reading and wining. 
His application was equal to his in- 


tenſe deſire of learning; and he con- 
duced 
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ducted himſelf there with ſuch pro- 
priety, and in a manner ſo engaging, 
that he gained, not only the eſteem 
of the gentleman under whoſe tui- 
tion he was placed, but alſo the af- 


ſection of his young companions— 


which ſhould ever be a main object 
with youth at ſchool, When, in 


the hours of receſs, he returned to 
"his home, he diverted all the family 


by his vivacity, noticing every fin- 
gularity he had obſerved in any of 
his ſchoolfellows, and with great 
good-humour imitating and taking 
them off : ſometimes he added, that 
he would have a ſchool of his own 
when he returned to Pelew, and 
ſhould be thought very wiſe when 


he 
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he taught the great people their 
letters, 

In addreſſing Mr. Wilſon, he al- 
ways called him captain; but would 
never addreſs Mrs. Wilſon (for whom 
he had the moſt affectionate regard) 
by any other appellation than m5» 
ther, conſidering that as the moſt 
reſpectful term he could uſe. Be- 
ing often told he ſhould ſay Mrs. 


Wilſon, his conſtant anſwer was, 


No, no— Mother, mother. 


Wherever Lee Boo was, his ob- 


ſervation extended to every thing 
around him, having an ardent deſire 
of information, which he received 
with thanks. Upon noticing any 
new effect, he always expreſſed 3 

| wit vim 
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wiſh to know the cauſe. ' A young 
lady, who happened to be one day 
in company, where he was, ſat down 
to an harpſicord, to obſerve in what 
manner he would be affected by 
muſic, He ſeemed greatly ſurpriſ- 
ed to find ſo much ſound proceed 
from it.: the inſtrument was opened 
to let him ſee its interior conſtruc- 
tion: he pored over it with much 
curioſity, took particular notice of 
the motion of the jacks, and ſhewed 
far greater inclination to diſcover the 
means by which the ſounds were 
produced, than to attend to the mu- 
ſic itſelf, A Pelew ſong was after- 
wards requeſted of him: he waited 
not for repeated entreaties, as ſingers 

La -- uſually 
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uſually do, but began one immedi- 


ately. However, in his great exer- 
tions, his breaſt laboured extremely, 


his whole countenance changed, 


and his tones were ſo harſh and diſ- 
cordant, that every one's ears were 
ſtunned. Yet after ſome reſidence 
in this country he readily caught 
two or three Engliſh ſongs, in which 


his voice by no means ſeemed un- 


muſical. | 

He was of a very mild and com- 
paſſionate diſpoſition | and various 
inſtances proved he had brought 
from Pelew that ſpirit of benevolence 
and humanity which our countrymen 
found ſo much to prevail there. Ne- 


ated 


vertheleſs, he was at all times actu- 
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atcd by judgment and diſcretion 
if he met with young beggars, he 
rehuked them as well as the little 
Engliſh he knew would permit; 
but he always yielded to the in- 
treaties of old-age—Muft give poor 
old man, he would ſay, —old man no 
able bo work. 
Lee Boo, becoming much Aſguſt- 
ed with Boyam his ſervant, who 
turned out to be an unprincipled 
fellow, ſolicited captain Wilſon 
to ſend him back to Sumatra (the 
country of the Malays); and Tom 
Roſe, (mentioned before as inter- 
preter on the part of the Engliſh 
in converſing with the natives of 
Pelew,) a perſon of tried fidelity, 
15 and 


145 TH HISTORY OF 


and who had picked up a good deal 
of the Pelew language, being now 


in England, was appointed in his 


room, greatly to the ſatisfaction of 


the Prince. | $ 


Captain Wilſon was now and then 
indiſpoſed with ſevere head-achs, 
which obliged him to lie down upon 
the bed for relief. The feelings of 
Lee Boo weregver ſenſibly affected 
on theſe occaſions: he was always 
anxious and unhappy, would creep 
up ſoftly to his guardman's chamber, 
and for a long time together fit falent 
and motionleſs by his bedſide, only 
pow and then peeping gently between 
the curtains, to ſce if he 1!lept or Jay 


caly. 


During 
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During the voyage to. China, 
Lee Boo had naturally contracted an 
intimacy with captain Wilſon's ſon, 
who was a few years younger than 
himſelf, and of very amiable man- 
ners. This intimacy ripened, un- 
der the father's roof, to ſtrong mu- 
tual attachment. It may be ſaid, 
they looked upon one another as 
brothers; and Lee Boo, in the hours 
of retirement from his academical 
purſuus, could not but be happy 
to have ſuch a companion to con- 
verſe with, to exercite the throwing 
of the ſpear, or partake- in any inno- 
cent amuſement. The two friends 
had ſo much indulged themſelves 
one morning in their diverſion with 

the 
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the ſpear, that a meſſage of a par- 
ticular nature, with which captain 


totally forgotten, Upon enquiry 
aſter dinner, the captain diſcovered 
the neglect ; and, being hurt at it, 
chid his ſon rather haſtily, telling 
him be was fdle and careleſs. From 
the tone of voice with which this 
 Teproof was uttered, Lee Boo con- 
ceived and felt the anger of the fa- 
ther, and ſlipped unobferved out of 
the room. The matter was imme- 
diately dropped, and another ſub- 
ject ſtarted. Preſently Lee Pog 
was miſſed, and his companion, who 
was ſent to look for him, found him 


being 


Wilſon had charged his ſon, was 


in a back room quite dejected. On 


| 
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being deſired to return to the family, 
he took his young friend by the 
band, and, entering the parlour, went 
up to the father, laid hold of his 
hand, joined it with that of his ſon, 
and, preſſing them together, drop- 
ped over both thoſe tears of ſenſi- 
bility which his affectionate heart 
could not on the occaſion. ſupprels. 
would to God that thoſe who 
Fave been taught from Heaven that 
„ Bleſled are the peace-makers,” 
would go and do like this unenlighten- 

ed child of Nature 
Lee Boo dining with a party of 
friends at Mr. Keate's, in the courſe 
of converſation that gentleman aſk- 
ed what effect painting had upon 
him; 


1 THE HISTORY - OF 


him ; when one of the company, 
Dr. Carmichael Smyth, wiſhed Mr. 
Keate to bring a miniature of him- 
ſelf, that all might obſerve how he 
was ſtruck by it. The prince had 
no ſooner taken it in his hand, than, 
darting his eyes to the right object, 
he called out, AMifſer Keate—very 
nice, very good. — Captain Wilſon 
then aſked him, if he underſtood 
what it ſignified. His anſwer was, 
Lee Boo under ſtand well. tat 
Miffer Keate die—this Miſſer Keate 
Irve —Mr. Keate well obſerves of 
this little ſentence, that a treatiſe on 
portrait-painting could not better 
have defined its utility and intent. 
Mrs. Wilſon, happening to ſit 
| oppoſite 
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oppolite Lee Boo at table, deſired 
him to help her to ſome cherries. 
He was about to take them up with 
his fingers; but Mrs. Wilſon plea- 
ſantly noticing it to him, he inſtantly 
made uſe of a ſpoon. - A bluſh, 
however, with which his counte- 
nance was immediately ſuffuſed, 
. ſhewed very viſibly, even through 
his dark complexion, the ſenſe he 
entertained of the ſmall breach of 

politeneſs he had been guilty of. 
Another lady, of the ſame party, 
being near fainting from the heat of 
the weather, was conſtrained to quit 
the room. Our amiable prince was 
ereatly diſtreſſed at the incident; 
and, when at tea-time the lady 
| again 
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again made her appearance, his en- 
quiries and particular attention to 
her, manifeſted alike his tenderneſs 
and good- breeding. 

He preferred riding in a coach 
to any other mode of conveyance ; 
becauſe, he ſaid, at the fame time 
that people were carried where they 
wiſhed to go, they could fit very 
commodiouſly and converſe toge- 
ther. - 

Lee Boo derived particular plea- 
ſure from going to church, where, 
though he did not underſtand the 
words of the ſervice, yet perfectly 
comprehending the intent of it, he 
always behaved with the greateſt at- 
tention and reverence, Once, when 

| captain 
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captain Wilſon told him, that ſay- 
ing prayers at church was to make 
men good, that, when they died 
and were buried, they might live 
again above, pointing, to the ſky, 


Lee Boo anſwered with much ear- 


neſtneſs—. All ſame Pelew—bad men 
flay in earth good men go into ſky— 
become very beautiful, holding his 
hand in the air, and giving a flut- 
tering motion to his fingers—there- 
by ſeeming to indicate his own 
countrymen's belief of the' exiſtence 
of the ſpirit after the death of the 
body. 

In order to avoid the ſmall-pox, 
as already mentioned, and alſo to 
prevent his mind from being diſ- 

turbed 
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turbed and drawn off from the attain- 
ment of the Engliſh language, the 
great means by which information 
was to be conveyed to him, captain 
Wilſon was very cautious and ſpa- 
ring in letting him go abroad: how- 
ever, he not only generally accom- 
panied the captain on vilits to friends, 
but had alſo a view of moſt of the 
public buildings in the metropolis, 
the river, ſhipping, and bridges, 
which ſtruck him greatly: he was, 
moreover, ſeveral times gratified 
with ſeeing the guards exerciſed in 
St. James's Park, as every-thing of 
a military kind greatly engaged his 
Attention, 


There was ſomething very fin- 
gular 


y 
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gular - in Lee Boo's opinion of 
acroſtatation, or aſcending into the 
air in a balloon, which ſo much en- 
groſſed the notice of the people of 
this Country at the time of his 
coming here. It was given in con- 
verſation with his friend Mr. Keate, 
whoſe words we ſhall quote in laying 
it before the reader. 
« ] went to fee him,” ſays that 
gentleman, © the morning after Lu- 

e nardi's firſt aſcent in the balloon, 
% not doubting but that I ſhould 
& have found him to the greateſt 
degree aſtoniſhed at an exhibition 
« which had excited ſo much curti- 
« ofity even amongſt ourſelves; 
& but to my great ſurprize, it did 
« not 
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** not appear to have engaged him 
** 1n the leaſt. He ſaid, he thought 
** tt a very fooliſh thing to ride in tþe 
* air like à bird, when a man could 
** travel ſo much more pleaſantly, on 
* borſeback, or in a coach. He was 
< either 


of the enterprize, or it is not im- 
e probable that a man flying up 
through the clouds, ſuſpended at 
* a balloon, might have been rank- 
** ed by him as a common OCCur- 
* rence, in a country which was 
« perpetually ſpreading before him 
t© ſo many objects of ſurprize.“ 
Whenever he had an opportunicy 


of viewing gardens, the plants and 
fruit- 


not aware, adds Mr. 
Keate, : of the difficulty or hazard 


157 
[ruit-trees excited his particular at- 
tention: he would make many en- 
quiries concerning them, faying, 
when he ſhould return home, he 
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would carry with him ſeeds of ſuch 


as would grow in Pelew. He fre- 
quently uſed to talk of the things he 
ſhould then perſuade the king his 


father to alter or adopt, and his prin- 


cipal reſearches were directed to the 


diſcovery of whatever might prove 


beneficial to his country, 

This inquiſitive and pains-taking 
young man was proceeding ex- 
tremely faſt in gaining the Engliſh 
language, and making ſo rapid a 
progreſs with his pen, that in a ſhort 
time he would have written a very 

fine 


— 
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fine hand, when, alas! he was at- 
tacked by that very diſeaſe againſt 


which ſo much caution had been 
uſed. On the 16th of December 


he found himſelf greatly diſordered, 
and in the courſe of a day or two an 
eruption appeared all over him; 
Captain Wilſon, full of apprehenſion, 
had immediate recourſe to Dr. Car- 
michael Smyth, whom we have be- 
fore mentioned, requeſting him to 
ſee the prince. That gentleman 
Kindly attended, and, upon the*fir{t 


fight of him, not only pronounced 


the diſtemper to be the fmall-pox, 
but was obliged to add the melan- 
choly information, that the appear- 
ances were ſuch as almoſt totally 

1 :ded 
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- preſcribed what was then neceſſary, 
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precluded the hope of a favourable 
termination. However, the Doctor 


and, on captain Wilſon's earneſtly 
ſoliciting the continuance of his vi- 
ſits, aſſured him, that, however incon- 
venient the diſtance, he would not 
fail daily to attend the iſſue of the 
diſeaſe. 

In this ſad ſituation the afficted 
youth was deprived of the ſolacing 
preſence of his dear friend captain 
Wilſon, who, not having had the 
ſmall- pox himſelf, yielded to the 
entreaties of his family not to go 
into his chamber. However, his 
firſt and faithful friend Mr. Sharp, 
on hearing of his illneſs, repaired to 

his 
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his aſſiſtance, nor quitted the cap- 
tain's houſe, till it was become the 
ſcene of death! ö 


However much our ſuffering 
prince regretted the loſs of the cap- 


tain's company, yet, when informed 


of the reaſon and neceſſity of his 


abſence, he could not but acquiefce 
in it, anxioufly enquiring from time 
to time concerning his health, full 
of dread left he ſhould catch the 
diſorder as he ſtill continued in the 
houſe. 

During the progreſs of this griev- 
ous diſtemper, Lee Boo maintained 
the utmoſt firmneſs of mind, ard, 
having the higheſt opinion of Dr. 
Smyth, never refuſed to take any 


thing 


ant 


v4 
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thing adminiſtered to him, when 
informed that he deſued it. — The 
youthful reader is here particularly 
called upon to 1mitate poor Lee Boo 
in caſes of like neceſſity. , 

Hearing of an indiſpoſition which 
now happened to Mrs. Wilſon and 
confined her to her bed, Lee Boo 


inſtantly took alarm, exclaiming, 


FW hat, mother ill! Lee Boo get up 
to ſee her ! He actually did ſo, and 
would go to her apartment to be ſure 
how ſhe really was. 

On the Thurſday before his 
death, as he walked acroſs the room, 
he looked at himſelf in the glaſs,” 
and, finding his face much ſwolen 
and disfigured, ſhook his head, and 

K Th 
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in ſeeming diſguſt with his own ap- 
pearaiuce turned away, telling Mr. 


Sharp that his father and mother much , 


grieve for they nem he was very 
fick, This he ſeveral times repeat- 
ed. In the evening, growing worſe, 


he became ſenſible of his danger; 


and taking Mr. Sharp by the 
hand, and ſtedfaſtly fixing his 
eyes upon him, ſaid, with great ear- 
neſtneſs, Good friend, when you go to 
Pelew, tell Abba Thulle that Lee 
Boo take much drink to make ſmall- 
pox go away, but he die—that the 
Captain and mother (Mrs. Wilfon) 


very kind all Engliſh very good | 


men—was much ſorry he could not 
ſpeak to the king the number of fine 
things 
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things the Engliſh had got. He then 
enumerated the preſents which had 
been made him, and expreſſed his 
wiſhes that Mr. Sharp would diſtri- 
bute them, when he returned to Pe- 
lew, amongſt the chiefs, recom- 
mending to his eſpecial care the 
blue glaſs barrels on pedeſtals, which 
he particularly directed to be given 
to the king. 

His faithful ſervant Tom Roſe, 
who ſtood at the foot of the bed, 
melted into tears at this melancholy 
ſcene : the agonized maſter gently 
rebuked him for his weakneſs, ſay- 
ing, Why ſhould he be crying Jo be- 
cauſe Lee Boo die? 

Whatever he felt, his ſpirit did 

E not 
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not allow him to complain. Mrs. 
Wilſon's chamber adjoined to his 
own, and he would often call out to 
enquire if ſhe was better, always 
adding, to prevent her ſuffering any 
diſquietude on his account, Lee Boo 
go well, mother ; Lee Boo do well. 

The ſmall-pox not riſing, after 
eight or nine days from its coming 
out, he began to feel, himſelf fink, 
he told Mr. Sharp he was going 
away. What he ſuffered in the 
latter part of his exiftence was ſevexe 
indeed: his mind, however, conti- 
nued perfectly clear and calm to the 
laſt, and the ſtrength of his conſti- 
tution ſtruggled long and hard 
againſt the virulence of his diſtem- 
| per, 
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per, till, overwhelmed, nature yield- 
cd in the conteſt. ES 

His good friend Mr. Keate (in 
addition to the intelligence obtained 
by his own perſonal enquiries) was 
kindly informed every day by Dr. 
Smyth of the ſlate of his patient, 
and, being under an engagement, 
with his family, to paſs a week with 
Mr. Brook Watſon, at Sheen, (who 
was ahke anxious and alarmed for 
this amiable young man,) he re- 
queſted the Doctor to have the 
goodneſs to continue his information 
to him there. Accordingly, two days 
after he left rown, he received from 
that gentleman an account of 'the 
melancholy iſſue, which we cannot 

K 3 ſorbear 
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forbear laying before the reader by 
tranſcribing the whole of his very 
affecting and elegant letter. 


„Monday, Dec. 27, 1784. 
© MY DEAR SIR, 


« [t is an unpleaſant taſk for me 
«to be the herald of bad news, yet, 
e according to my promiſe, I muſt 
« inform you of the fate of poor 
„Lee Boo, who died this morning 
without a groan, the vigour of his 
« mind and body reſiſting to the 
« yery laſt, —Yeſterday the ſecon- 
« dary fever coming on, he was ſei- 
„ zed with a ſhivering fit, ſucceeded 
e by head-ach, violent palpitation 
| = at 
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0 the heart, anxiety, and difficult 


— 


« breathing; he again uſed the warm 


& bath, which, as formerly, afforded 
« him a temporary relief; he had 
«ag bliſter put on his back, which 
« was as ineffectual as thoſe applied 
„to his legs. He expreſſed all his 
« feelings to me'in the moſt forcible 
and pathetic manner, put my 
* hand upon his heart, leant his 
« head on my arm, and explained 
$ his uneaſineſs in breathing; but 


when I was gone, he complained 


no more, ſhewing that he com- 
« plained with a view to be relieved, 
not to be pitied. Ia ſhort, living 
% of dying, he has given me a leſſon 
„% which I ſhall never. forget; and, 

_ &« {urely, 


— 


; 
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<« ſurely, for patience and fortitude, 
che was an example worthy the 
j mitation of a Stoic II did not 


<« ſee captain Wilſon when I called 


« this morning, but the maid ſer- 
« yant was in tears, and every per- 
« ſon in the family wore the face of 
grief; poor Lee Boo's affectio- 
nate temper made every one 
„look upon him as a brother or a 
child. —Compliments to the la- 
dies, and to Mr. Watſon ; who, 
„ make no doubt, will all join in 
<« regretting the untimely end of 
* our poor prince.—-From you, my 
friend, ſomething more will be 
expected; and, though you can- 
& not bring him back to life, you 

6 are 


6 
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* are called upon (particularly con- 
te ſidering his great attachment to 
you) not to let the memory of ſo 
* much virtue paſs away unre- 
* corded. But I am inter- 
e rupted in - theſe melancholy re- 
+4 flections, and have only time to 
| © aſſure you of (what will never pals 
* away but with myſelf) the ſincere 
ce friendſhip of your affectionate, 
. Nc. 


« Jas. Carmichael Smyth,” 


Captain Wilſon, having notified 
to the India Houſe the death of this 
admirable youth, received orders to 
conduct his funeral with every 


mark of decency and reſpect. He 
| was 
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was accordingly interred in Rother- 
hithe churchyard, attended by the 


captain and his brother; and ſuch. 


was the affectionate regard which all 
Who knew entertained” for him, that 
not only the young people of the 
academy, but even the whole pariſh 
ſeemed to have aſſembled to ſee the 
Jaſt ceremonies paid to his remains. 
An additional honour was ſoon after- 
wards done them by the India Com- 
pany's ordering a tomb to be erected 


over his grave, on which is the fal 


lowing inſcri en: 


wh 
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To the memory 
of Prince LEE BOO, 
A native of the Pelew or Palos Iflands 3 
And ſon to Abba Thulle, rupack or king 
of the Iſland Coorooraa z | 
who departed this life on the 27th of December; 
1784, 
aged 20 years; 
his ſtone is inſcribed, 
by the Honourable United Eaſt-India Company; 
| as a teſtimony of eſteem 
for the humane and kind treatment afforded 
by his Father to the crew of their ſhip 
„the Antelope, Captain Wilſon, 
which was wrecked off that iſland 
in the night of the gth of Auguſt, 1783. 


Stop, reader, ftop - let Nature claim a tear 
A prince ol mine, Ls E Boo, lies bury'd here. 


5 Mention 
: 
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Mention has already been made of 
the preſents conſigned by Lee Boo 


to the care of Mr. Sharp for his 


father and friends. Amongſt the 
other little property which the la- 
mented youth left | behind, were 
found, carefully and ſeparately put 
up, the ſtones or ſeeds of moſt of 
the fruits he had taſted in England. 
We have before remarked, that the 
benefit of his country ſeemed to be 


his ultimate aim in all his obferva- 


tions; and here is a ſtriking in- 


ſtance, conſidering his abode witli 


us was no more than five months 


and twelve days, that, amidſt all the 


novelties which ſurrounded him, he 
had duly given his attention to the 


object, 


— 
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object, which, it is preſumable, had 
been particularly recommended to 
t previous to his departure from 
Pelew. 

We muſt take the liberty of con- 
cluding this little book with Mr. 
Keate's reflections upon the fate of 
the excellent ſubject of it, in his own 


words, as too intereſting to be omit- 


ted, and too perfect to be altered or 


' *abridged without injury. 


“ From theſe trifling anecdotes 


« of this amiable youth,” ſays he, 


« cut off in the moment that his 
© character began to bloſſom, what 
hopes might not have been enter- 
te tained of the future fruit ſuch a 
& plant would have produced 

$ „ « He 
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« He had both ardour and talents 
„ for improvement, and every gen- 
<« tle quality of the heart to make, 
& himſelf beloved; fo that, as far as 
te the dim fight of mortals is per- 
© mitted to penetrate, he might, 
% had his days been lengthened, 
have carried back to his own 
e country—not the vices of a new 
« world but thoſe hid advantages 
e which his own good ſenſe would 
« have ſuggeſted, as Hel to be- 
« come moſt uſeful to it. 
„% But—how carry back That 
« event depended not on himſelf ;— 
* a naked, confiding fnanger-——he 
<« truſted implicitly to others, and 
left the protecting arms of a fa- 
ther 


| 
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„ ther without apprehenfion—with- 
* out ſtipulation.--—The evening 


Tos before the Oroolong failed, the. 


king alked captain Wilſon, how 
long it might be before his return 
* to Pelew ? and being told, that 
it would probably be about thirty 
* moons, or might chance to extend 
* to ſix more, Abba Thulle drew 
« from. his baſket a piece of line, and, 


after making thirty knots on it, a 


little diftance from each other, left 
* along ſpace, and then adding ſtx 


* others, carefully pur it by. 


« As the flow but ſure ſteps of 
« time have been moving onward, 
« the reader's imagination will figure 
the anxious Parent reſorting to 


L 2 this 
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* this cheriſhed- remembrancer, and 
* with joy untying the earlier re- 
« cords of each elapſing period 
* as he ſecs him advancing on his 
ine, he will conceive the joy re- 
„ doubled ;—and, when nearly ap- 
« preaching to the thirtieth knot, 
* almoſt accuſing the planet of the 
night for paſting ſo tardily away. 
„When verging towards the ter- 
* mination of his lateſt reckoning» 
« he will then picture his mind 
« glowing with parental affection⸗ 
. « occafionally alarmed by doubt 
vet ſtill buoyed up by hope ;—he 
© will fancy him pacing inquiſitively 
the ſea-ſhore, and often com- 
** manding his people to aſcend 
** every 


— PRINCE LER BOO; 177 


« every rocky height, and glance 
*« their eyes along the level line of 
« the horizon which bounds the 
* ſurrounding ocean, to ſee if haply 
* 1t might not in ſome part be bro- 
« ken by the diſtant appearance of a 
returning fail, 

« [aftly, he will view the good 
% Abba Thulle, wearied out by that 
« expectation, which ſo many re- 
ec turning moons fince his reckon- 
* ing ceaſed, have by this time 
bs taught him he had nouriſhed in 


„ yain,—But the reader will bring 


« him back to his remembrance, 
& as armed with that unſhaken for- 
« titude that was cqual to the trials 
* of varying hfe.—He will, not in 

L 3. « Hi. 
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% him, as in leſs manly ſpirits, ſee 

the paſſions ruſhing into oppoſite 

- ** extremes—hope turned to deſpair 

& —affeftion converted to hatred, — 

« No—after ſome allowance for 

their natural fermentation, he will 

Ls ſuppoſe them all placidly ſubſi- 

« ding into the calm of reſigna- 
* tion !— 

« Should this not be abſolutely 
the caſe of our friendly king—as 
te the human mind is ſar more 
** pained by uncertainty than a know- 
s Jedge of the worff—every reader 
« will lamept, he ſhould to this mo- 
% ment remain ignorant that his: 
*« Jong-looked-for fon can return no 

more] 
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